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Encampment Proceedings. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1908. 
Afternoon Session. 


Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, never looked more 
resplendent in red, white and blue, than it did at 2 o’clock, P.M., 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11, 1908, when Division Commander James 
H. Wentworth called the Twenty-sixth Annual Encampment 
of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., to 
order with exemplary promptness, and set the Convention ball 
rolling. A massive portrait of the martyred President, Abraham 
Lincoln, surrounded by American flags tastefully festooned, 
greeted the Brothers as they entered the hall and proved an 
inspiration to the assembled delegates. 


ROLL CALL OF DIVISION OFFICERS. 


The following Officers were present at the roll call, answer- 
ing to their names as read by Division Secretary Harry H. Ham: 


Division Commander .................. James H. Wentworth 
Senior Vice Commander ....... ....Frank E. Warren 
Junior Vice Commander ...............-- Bertram L. Turner 
( Walter Penney 
Division\Councill sew eeree ane ene Everett H. Lynds 
t Charles H. Perry 
Division Chaplain ................... Rev. Maurice H. Levy 
Division Secretary ..................5....-- Harry H. Ham 
Division Treasurer ........ Guy L. Gott 


Division Patriotic Instructor . .... Sherwin L. Cook 
Division Inspector ....................- Edward 5. Emerson 


The opening prayer of Division Chaplain Maurice H. Levy 
was an especially fervent invocation for the Divine blessing on 
the fathers and sons and the various affiliated organizations, in 
their patriotic work. 


COMMITTEES APPOINTED. 


Credentials — Harry H. Ham, Camp 30, Chairman; George 
L. Bray, Camp 1; Edward F. Stevens, Camp 31; William T. 
Tisdale, Camp 89; Raymond H. Smith, Camp 60; Geo. H. Holt, 
Camp 37; William C. Newcomb, Camp 29; Horace W. Soule, 
Camp 3. 

Officers’ Reports — Fred IX. Warner, Camp 8, Chairman; 
Orra L. Stone, Camp 19; Fred J. Bradford, Camp 3; Daniel PF. 
Goulding, Camp 14; Darwin E. Owen, Camp 76; Morton EB. 
Converse, Camp 68; Ellsworth Curtis, Camp 100. 

Constitution and Laws — Frederic Gilbert Bauer, Camp 51, 
Chairman; L. G. Couch, Camp 26; J. H. Crosby, Camp 28; Arthur 
W. Eldridge, Camp 34; Geo. H. Wakefield, Camp 41; Geo. B. 
Greaton, Camp 109; Albert J. Whitney, Camp 25. 

Resolutions — Guy A. Ham, Camp 30, Chairman; Fred B. 
Bolton, Camp 46; Ernest E. Hobson, Camp 136; John H. Hinck- 
ley, Camp 6; William A. Stevens, Camp 45; Geo. E. Hunt, Camp 
67; A.C. Blaisdell, Camp 78. 

Ritual and Ceremonies — 8. A. Pickering, Camp 78, Chair- 

man; Stephen F. Stone, Camp 46; Fred E. Warren, Camp 3; 
W. E. Garlick, Camp 16; E. Lawrence Payne, Camp 84; John 
E. Gilman, Jr., Camp 46. 
» Fraternal Greetings — Walter Penney, Camp 1, Chairman; 
Everett. H. Lynds, Camp 60; Rev. W. F. Wilson, Camp 33; 
Walter L. Ramsdell, Camp 1; G. Henry Powell, Camp 13; Frank 
L. Kirchgassner, Camp 51; Sherwin L. Cook, Camp 46; Rev. 
Dudley Farrell, Camp 49; Rev. D. F. Lyman, Camp 120; Wm. 
O. Cutler, Camp 49; Thomas Cassidy, Camp 97. ° 


REPORTS OF DIVISION OFFICERS. 


_. Senior Vice Division Commander Frank E. Warren pre- 
sided during the reading of the annual report of Division Com- 
mander James H. Wentworth, the balance of the reports not 
being read as they had been printed in the same pamphlet with 
the report of the Division Commander and distributed to the 
delegates. 

Upon motion by Past Commander G. Henry Powell, duly 
seconded, the reports as thus rendered were received and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports. 
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Report of Division Commander. 
JAMES H. WENTWORTH. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Drviston, Sons or Verprans, U.S.A. 


Office of Division Commander. 


Boston, Mass., JAN. 18, 1908. 


To the Officers, Delegates and Members of the Twenty-Sixth Annual 
Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, 
U.SiA.: 


Following the constitutional provisions of our Order, I 
take pleasure in presenting to you, in Encampment assembled, 
my report as Division Commander for the year ending Feb. 
12, 1908, together with the reports of the Officers and Staff of 
this Division. ‘ 

I commend to your attention and consideration the fol- 
lowing suggestions and recommendations. 

On assuming command of this Division, one year ago, I 
had some idea of the great responsibility of the office. Real- 
izing, likewise, that I had promised on the floor of the Twenty- 
fifth Encampment that you would get the best that I could 
give, I started out with the determination of fulfilling that 
promise. Whether I have accomplished that purpose or not 
you are to be the judges. 4 

T do not desire to consume the time of the Convention by 
reading a lengthy report, as that time can better be used for 
the discussion of the business that must come before the del- 
egates. In consequence, my report is greatly abbreviated, in 
order that every Brother may have the opportunity to be 
present up to the very moment of adjournment. 

The Division, when I assumed command a year ago, was 
in excellent condition owing to the energy and faithfulness 
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with which my predecessor, Walter Penney, fulfilled his official 
duties. I have endeavored to follow his example, and in the 
course of my duties have visited the various Camps from one 
end of the State to the other, making in all some ninety visits. 
I have represented the Division at many Grand Army gather- 
ings, and also/at the Middlesex and Hooker Associations, en- 
deavoring on all occasions to represent you to the best of my 
ability. 

Our growth, this year, has been steady and consistent. 
When we consider that some six hundred members have been 
suspended, or dropped, the past year, it shows a weeding out of 
the dead wood, and thus the Camps are in a healthier condition 
to-day than ever before. 

Delegates are referred to the Secretary’s report, where the 
exact amount of our gain will be shown. 


GRAND ARMY. 


It is needless to remind the members of our Order that 
the fundamental purpose of this organization is to assist the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the veterans of the Civil War, 
as our assistance may be needed, and to promote the mag- 
nificent spirit displayed by them as they responded to the call 
of ieee country. 

\ t is especially pleasing in this connection to note tl 
ead that is taken in ee organization by the members a 
the Grand Army, and I wish to bear witness at this time to 


the particular interest that Commander Gleason has taken, 


at all times, in the welfare of our organization and the hearty 
response that has come from him whenever and wherever the 
co-operation of the Grand Army and of the Sons of Veterans 
has been necessary or desirable. 

Last year, at the suggestion of Commander Penney, it 
was voted that we commence to build a fund for the benefit 
of the Massachusetts Department, Grand Army of the Re- 
public, and for this purpose a sum of Fifty Dollars has been 
laid aside to which we propose to add each year as the Division 
grows numerically and financially, so that in a short space of 
time we will have a substantial amount from which we can 
draw to assist the Grand Army, as occasion requires. 


ALLIED ORGANIZATIONS. 


It is unnecessary, at this time, to state that the relations 
between the Sons of Veterans and the allied organizations, all 
of which are built around the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
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which have for their purpose the assistance of that noble or- 
ganization, have been pleasant and harmonious. The relation 
has been that of one large patriotic family, all having the same 
end in view. 

I wish especially to acknowledge the good work that is 
being done by Mrs. Annie C. Shattuck, of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, Miss Flora A. Staples, Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, and 
Miss Katherine R. A. Flood of the Daughters of Veterans. 


MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY. 


I wish to repeat, with special emphasis, all that was said 
by my predecessor about Memorial University. No better 
memorial to the memory of our fathers could be erected than 
this living memorial maintained, in part, through the contribu- 
tions of our organization. 

Let us strive to increase the amount sent from Massachu- 
setts to the end that we may show our Brothers in the Sons of 
Veterans, that we believe no better memorial could be main- 
tained than this memorial which has for its two-fold purpose 
the improvement of the citizens of to-day and to-morrow, and 
the reminder of the heroic achievements of citizens of the past, 
to whom we can ever look for guidance and inspiration. 

About $186 has been sent through Division Headquarters 
to Rev. W. J. Patton, of the University, and many of the Camps 
have sent contributions direct. I would recommend (1) that 
the interests of the University of this State be continued in 
the hands of the Patriotic Instructor. 


HEADQUARTERS. 


Immediately after assuming office, Headquarters were 
established at Room 38, Beacon Building, 15 Beacon Street, 
Boston, with Harry H. Ham, as Secretary, and Guy L. Gott, as 
Treasurer. I would recommend (2) that Permanent Head- 
quarters be established for the reasons which have again and 
again been set forth in the reports of Division Commanders. 

At present, the work is divided between a Secretary and 
a Treasurer. The salaries voted by the Division are of course 
insufficient for them to devote all of their time to the work 
allotted them. If they are unable to be at Headquarters at 
the same moment, because of outside business, confusion often 
arises as to the filling of requisitions for supplies. Tt often 
happens that, by reason of business engagements, Treasurer 
is not able to be present at Headquarters and send supplies 
as they are needed, and in consequence much complaint comes 
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from various Camps throughout the State. Moreover, the 
time of the Division Commander should be consumed, not with 
routine of an office, but looking after the general welfare of the 
organization, and in the endeavor to increase its membership 
and render moral support where the same is needed. This is 
practically impossible under existing conditions. 

It is desirable that the office of Secretary and Treasurer 
should be consolidated. A Brother should be employed who 
should devote all his time to the work of this office, and who 
can be found at all times at Headquarters, to consult with the 
brothers as they come to Headquarters for assistance and 
advice. 

NEWS. 


The office of Press Correspondent is an important one and 
has been ably filled by Brother Ramsdell. His experience as 
@ newspaper man has proven invaluable to the Division and 
Het! the work of the organization constantly before the 
public, 

I recommend, as did Brother Penney, (3) that the office of 
Press Correspondent in this Division be continued. 


PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR. 


Brother Cook has filled the office of Patriotic Instructor 
and has labored to do what the name of the office indicates. I 
recommend (4) a consideration of his report, and that the 
office be continued and that every Camp, likewise, appoint 


such an officer, who shall in turn report to the Division 
Patriotic Instructor. 2 


OFFICIAL ORDERS. 


Fourteen General Orders and several Circulars have been 
Sent from this office by the Commander and_by members of 
his Staff, relative to the work of the Order. I agree with my 
predecessors that this is an excellent method of keeping the 
Camps in close touch with the work-that is being done, and a 
useful medium of conyeying to the several Camps the wishes 
of the Commander and of suggesting co-operation amongst 
the several Camps throughout the State. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


I would suggest a careful reading of Secretary Ham’s 
report, showing the gains and losses made by the Division 
during each quarter of the present administration. As already 
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suggested the growth there indicated is a healthy one and shows 
the installation of several new Camps. : 

One fact, however, must? impress itself upon the minds of 
every member of the organization, and that is, that we lose a 
large portion of our membership each year by suspension. 
Some reason must exist for this unhappy condition of affairs. 
Naturally we ask ourselves the question: “Can the fault be 
found with the organization itself?”’ 4 
Everyone must admit that the purposes of the organiza- 
tion are such as to appeal to every patriotic American. Con- 
sidering the field of eligibles our membership is not as large as 
it should be to carry out successfully the ideals of the Order. 

I am more and more impressed with the fact that much 
of the fault can be found in the way that the ritualistic work 
is done by the Officers of the several Camps. Brothers lose 
their interest in the Order when they find that the Officers do 
not themselves have sufficient interest to perform the work in 
an impressive manner, i ee 

Tt has many times been suggested that the present ritua 
can be improved upon, and to achieve that result a Committee 
on Ritual was appointed by the Commander-in-Chief Sone 
months ago. I have not, as yet, been apprised of the result 
of their work. } 

I would recommend (5) that a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed to consider ways and means for improving the CO 
dition of our Order to make it more attractive to our mem er- 
ship, and to suggest to the Commander-in-Chief such chaneee 
in the ritual as seem necessary to accomplish the above reer 

With the magnificent history of our country before us, i ie i 
all its wealth of tradition to draw from, with the abia a 
can be found in our several Camps, it certainly seems as ut we 
could improve upon existing conditions and make this oe 
ization as attractive as the fraternities that have membership 
of three or four hundred members to each Chapter or Lodge in 
the several cities and towns throughout the State. 


AIDES. 


The Aide system has been continued during my oie 
tration, and has proven of great assistance 1n bringing to the 
attention of the Commander facts relative to the ea! 
Camps that might otherwise have been overlooked, eee € 
information thus obtained has been of great assistance like- 
wise to the Commander in giving him the knowledge requisite 
to deal with certain situations intelligently. 
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I agree with my predecessor, and, th 
7 X a erefore, reco 

©) that the Aide System be continued and that a Jsnsieeae 
poet pede Py he guna to be allotted the Chief Aide in 

ng circulars to his subordinate: i vork r 
BES ae ote es and in the work necessary 

I recommend, likewise, (7)*that the Chi i 

: » (Tt Shief Mustering Officer 

pe allotted a certain sum, subject to the approval of the Council 
or carrying out the work of his office. : 


THE BANNER. 


Unfortunately, the Delegates to the Twenty-sixth Nation 
Paar eieny voted to renew the contract mith the eee 
ae asee usetts Division, at their Twenty-fifth Encamp- 
eRe expressed their opinion as to the value of this publica- 

fie ree terms. 

_The Delegates sent from Massachusetts were instructed 
po bronoand ue their influence against a renewal of the contract. 
a ga eg they failed to comply with those instructions, 
ates eee t hat, hereafter, when the Division sends Dele- 
peee ur S positive instructions, such as those given a year 

ZO, they fail to obey the instructions, that the Division 


refuse to pa . c é 
( Appiauceye any part of the expenses which they have incurred. 


ESSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 


I wish, on this 0 i 

woesed With, is occasion, to commend the work of the 
= eee Association. They have been instrumental, 
sponsible for meee Giana, vieyinterest: which Basten 
Ae aed ne Zastallation of the new Camps at Marblehead 
keeping alive the intexe have, likewise, proven invaluable in 

Perak e interest in the Camps throughout their county. 
eee eae ‘ visitations of the members of one Camp to an- 
praek ane pa couney) they have kept the Camps constantly in 
ueniena ys i the other, and I suggest that such Associations 
ge ae out various counties throughout the State, taking 

of this Association as an example. 


OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS. 


a 
hol an wae (9) further, that we continue the practice of 
i Toa foe State Encampment at the same time and 
nanan ie the Massachusetts Department, G.A.R. 
Home REC also, (10) a continuance of the Soldiers’ 
AG ervice for the coming year, and suggest that 
ee be appointed with power to arrange for the same. 
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I further recommend (11) that we continue the observance 
of decorating Lincoln’s statue in Boston on the anniversary 
of his birth 


IN CONCLUSION. 


For three years I have served the Division in some official 
capacity. First as Junior Vice Commander, then as Chief 
Aide, and finally as Commander. 

In the performance of the duties of these various offices 
I have visited almost every Camp in the State. I have, there- 
fore, met personally a large portion of the membership of our 
Order, and can testify to the willingness of the majority of our 
Brothers to labor to promote the welfare of the “ Sons.” 

To those who have worked with me’ to strengthen our 
Order and carry its ideals into execution I desire, at this time, 
publicly to tender my heartfelt thanks. 

Any Brother holding the office of Commander must sac- 
yifice convenience, time and money, in the service of the 
Order. I have endeavored, to the best of my ability, to prove 
faithful to the trust you reposed in me. Although the ex- 
perience has been costly, nevertheless I consider myself well 
repaid as I look about me and see the friendships that I have 
formed among the members of the Sons of Veterans. I return 
to the ranks with my love for the Order greater than ever 


before. ‘ 
I bespeak for my successor the hearty co-operation of 


every member of the Sons. ee ‘ 
I fondly hope that the day is not far distant when our 


organization will be the greatest patriotic order in the land, 
a tremendous power that will make its influence felt on the 
laws, the institutions and the patriotic instincts of our people. 


(Applause.) 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


James H. WENTWORTH, 
Division Commander. 
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Report of 


Senior-Vice Division Commander. 
FRANK E. WARREN. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MASSACHUSETTS Diviston, Sons oF VETERANS, U.S.A. 


Office of Senior-Vice Division Commander. 


Norru Aprineton, Mass., Jan. 20, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


; Dear Sir and Brother, — I have the honor to submit 
my report as Senior-Vice Division Commander for the term 
ending Feb. 11-12, 1908. 
gay, Reon after the commencement of my term of office my 
ed - he taken sick and passed away. I wish, at this time, 
fe é a of the members of the family and myself, to thank 
aaa ed and Brothers of the Massacbusetts Division for the 
STaaee sy: ey expressed, and also the beautiful floral 

: us. sur my 4 var. F 
ans hearts one assure you all that Was is @ warm spot in 
have madesevent isi isti i 
thes ‘4 y-one visits, consisting of Camp meetings 
See Bield Days — at Hanover and Marshfield — ex- 
ree nthe work at Abington and Springfield; also two 
aes Nes and at Boston in July. I had invita- 
eee an peaceb eds and addressed Plymouth County Asso- 
Memorial Be and ee at Abington, April 19, 1907. 
rcises i i rior 
Memorial Day. of the Abington Public Schools, prior to 
Everywhere I have be: i i 
en courteously received, and I again 
thank the Brothers for the Friendship, Charity and Loyalty 
which they have extended to me. ; 
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It has been my purpose to preach the doctrine of good 
citizenship and principles of our Order. I have observed that 
in some Camps a feeling of dissatisfaction prevails, owing to 
petty jealousy; this should be eliminated so as not to hinder 
the growth of our Order. 2 

In most places there seems to be no lack of enthusiasm. 
This is evident from the fact that our Division has shown a 
substantial gain this year. 

This year again demonstrates the fact that Permanent 
Headquarters are necessary. if 

T regret the year is nearly over, for we are about to officially 
sever our connections with each other. I am pleased of the 
fact that it was my good fortune to serve under the able leader- 
ship of Commander Wentworth. He has asked nothing of his 
Officers but what he would do himself. It has always been 
“Come on, boys, let us ‘bore’ for water.” 

I wish, in conclusion, to add my appreciation to Commander 
Wentworth and members of his Staff for favors, and their most 
valued friendship; and to my successor, let me say, T wish you 
a prosperous year, and may the same cordial relations exist as 
have existed the past year between the Division Officers. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
Frank E. WARREN, 
Senior-Vice Division Commander. 
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Report of 


Junior-Vice Division Commander. 
BURTON L. TURNER. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A. 


Office of Junior-Vice Division Commander. 


Garpner, Mass., JAN. 17, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, — I have the honor to submit 
my report as Junior-Vice Division Commander of the Massa- 
NES Division, S. of V. I have made as many visits as I 
Cas d, and it is with pleasure that I say I found each and every 

amp doing good work, and almost every member has re- 
membered our motto: “Onward and Upward.” 

- I have attended banquets and receptions given to and by 
the D. of V. and W. R. C., and each and every member are 
ever ready to assist the Sons of Veterans in their work, and I 
also wish to impress on the Brothers the friendly feeling which 
exists between the G.A.R. and S. of V. Everywhere, I re- 
ceived the same word of encouragement from the veteran, 
and I am satisfied that we are making good. 

I want to call your attention to the Roster. I find that 
many of the Camps have changed their meeting nights, and I 
would Suggest it be corrected. Several times I have made 
special trips out to the outlying Camps and only to find that 
the Roster did not give the correct dates. 

lt has been my pleasure to be assigned to special work 
at times, and it brought me in contact with Brothers who were 
strangers to me, and now the best of friendship exists, and I 
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trust that the incoming Officers will receive the same support 
that we have received. 

As I am retiring from the office of Junior-Vice Division 
Commander, it is with satisfaction that I know the Order has 
grown. To my successor I wish the best of success, and trust 
he will meet with the same friendly feeling with which I have 


met. 
In closing, I offer my services to the incoming Officers in 
any way they see fit to call. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 


Burton L. TuRNER, 
Junior-Vice Division Commander. 
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~ Report of Division Chaplain. 


MAURICE A. LEVY. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division, Sons or Vererans, U.S.A. 
Office of Division Chaplain. 


Newton Centre, Mass., Jan. 15, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, —1 have the honor of sub- 
mitting the following report as Chaplain of the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veterans. 

The statistics are based upon returns made by the Camp 
Chaplains concerning the observance of Memorial Day, May 
30, 1907: 


Number of Camps reporting .... 
Number of Camps not reporting 
Percent. of Camps reporting 
Number of Brothers belonging to P! 
Number of Brothers in line Memorial Day - 
Number of Brothers armed in line; Memoria 
Number of Brothers uniformed in line, Memoria 
Number of Firing Squads furnished ......- 
Number of Addresses by Sons of Veterans ..... 
Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday 
Number of Camps obserying Union Defenders’ Day ......- 
Number of Deaths in Division (May 31, 1906 — May 31, 1907) . 
Number of Funerals attended by Camps in a body — GAR... 
Number of Funerals attended by Camps in a body —S. of V. . 
Number of Burial Services conducted by Camps — G.A.R. .. 
Number of Burial Services conducted by Camps — 8. of V. - 
Number of Camps using Memorial Services —A . 

Number of Camps using Memorial Services — B 


1 Day. 
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It is a source of gratification to note the earnestness and 
enthusiasm with which Memorial Day was observed by the 
Camps of this Division. One hundred and eleven Camps 
report more than two thousand men at service on Memorial 
Sunday, and more than three thousand in line on May thirtieth. 
That should mean much to our Order, and much more to our 
fathers and their comrades. The sons who assisted them on 
that day are at their disposal every day. That is a practical 
expression of the principle for which we have been organized — 
“we are here to serve them in every way possible.” Let us 
gauge our success not by the number of accessions, or by those 
things which attract attention to ourselves, but by the reality 
of our devotion, the quality of our service, to the men who 
saved the Union, and the loyalty with which, like them, we 
invest our energies ‘Non nobis, sed pro patria.” Our Order 
for the G.A.R. — and both for the Republic! 


“Yor God and liberty evermore 
May our banner stand from shore to shore, 
Never to those high meanings lost, 
Never with alien standards crossed, 
But always valiant, and pure and true, 
Our starry flag: red, white, and blue.” 


I have had, like my predecessors, difficulty in securing 
such returns as would make possible complete reports to 
Division and National Headquarters. Camp Chaplains, At- 
tention! Send in your reports on May the thirtieth, 1908, and 
permit my successor to report full returns and a splendid 
showing of the Old Bay State Division — more at service, 
more in line, more at work, more worthy sons of veterans. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Maurice A. Levy, 
Division Chaplain. 
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Report of Division Secretary. 


HARRY H. HAM. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuusrrrs Diviston, Sons or Veterans, U.S.A. 
Office of Division Secretary. 
Boston, Mass., Frs. 10, 1908. 
James H. WentworrH, Division Commander: 


Dear Sir and Brother, — 1 have the honor to submit 
herewith my report as Division Secretary during the past year. 
Like many of those who have preceded me in the office of 
Secretary, I have found it necessary to attend to numerous 
details. The work at Headquarters has assumed such propor- 
tions that constant attention to a large number of matters 
should be accorded. Far more satisfaction to the Camps could 
be given, better results would be secured for the Division, less 
friction would ensue, if the services of a competent man could 
be obtained who would devote all his time each day to the 
many matters which require the prompt attention of some one 
at Headquarters. I am given to understand that the Division 
Council, to whom was assigned the task at the last Encamp- 
ment, of devising ways and means whereby Permanent Head- 
quarters might be established, have fully considered the subject 
and are to suggest a plan at the coming Convention. If it is 
not deemed expedient to adopt in full the recommendations of 
the Division Council, I trust that in any event the experiment 
of having one man attend to all the detail work for a year, at 
least, will be tried. I am convinced from my experience that 
such a system will operate far more advantageously and satis- 
factorily to the Division than the one now in use. 

At the last Encampment it was voted to install a card sys- 
tem at Headquarters to replace the cumbersome book in which 
had previously been written the record of each member. In 
accordance with the wishes of the Division it has been one of 
the duties of this administration to procure cards and inaug- 
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urate a card system. It was impossible, until late in the fall, 
to do anything in this direction owing to the delay in securing 
cards from National Headquarters. Finally we received the 
cards and sent them to all the Camp Secretaries with necessary 
instructions. Many of the Secretaries have attended to the work 
and have done it well, but there are some to be heard from. 
The completion of the task of installing the card system at 
Headquarters necessarily devolves upon my successor. 

A glance at the tables appended below gives evidence of 
the fact that the membership of the Division has increased in a 
satisfactory manner during the past year. There are but few 
Camps which have not held their own, and the majority are in 
a healthy condition. One of the most gratifying features of 


this administration has been the fact that only one Camp — 
No. 40, of Conway — has been dropped. 
The following table shows the gain and loss for each quarter 
of 1907: 
Number of Camps in good standing Jan. 1, 1907...... 126 
Number of Members in good standing Jan. 1, 1907... .4633 
Rus Ls alige el GAIN. 
Muster. |iitranarersl|ieeinetatenl| Totals. 
Quarter! || ment. oe SS ee 
Camps. | Members. | Members.) Members. | Camps | Members. 
{ 
1 3 227 LON 0) 485) 3 272 
2 1 334 8 49 1 391 
3 0 84 2 35 0 121 
4 1 163 11 49 1 223 
Totals 5 808 | 31 168 5 1007 
LOSS. 
Members. 
Quarter. Total loss. 
By Death.| By Hon, Discharge. |ByTransfer|By Suspension. 
1 8 18 14 143 183 
2 8 23 10 180 171 
3 5 9 ni 110 131 
4 9 25 16 147 197 
Totals 30 15 AT 530 682 
Number of Camps in good standing Jan. 1, 1908...... 130 


Number of Members in good standing Jan. 1, 1908... .4958 
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During January, 1907, Commander Penney mustered in 
two Camps with a total of fifty-six members, which were 
eredited, of course, to his administration. 

The following supplementary report gives the gain in 
Camps and Members to be credited to this administration: 


CAMPS MEMBERS 


No. in good standing Feb. 12, 1907, 128 4689 
CAMPS MEMBERS 
Net gain Feb. 12, 1907, to Dec. 31,1907, 2 269 
By organization, January, 1908, 2 76 
Total net gain, _— = 4 845 
No. in good standing Feb. 10, 1908, 132 5034 


__ The following table, compiled last year, contains such 
interesting statistics that I believe that it may well be incor- 
porated in my report: 


er Cac eiecthe iGain Pt oon (guanine 
March 1883 4 100 bleh ae Bradford 
Feb. 1884 38 931 831 oe Maccabe 
June 1885 46 1312 381 de8 Sargent 
1886 50 1347 35 Erato Crossman. 
1887 68 2015 668 eae Cleveland 
1888 84 2937 922 ae Hinckley 
1889 100 3399 462 at Upham 
1890 116 4175 776 oo Purbeck 
1891 128 4799 - 624 He A Stevens 
Darling 


1892 141 5071 272 


1893 140 4918 153 Delano 


" 1894 138 4751 eats 167 Blaisdell 

eb. 1895 136 4489 Acs 262 Goulding 
1896 143 4474 od 15 Bolton 
1897 136 4132 cai, 342 Sisson 
1898 132 4259 127 dud Cook 
1899 123 3723 Bid 536 Couch 
1900 117 3311 fee 412 Howard 
1901 114 3257 sted 54 Warner 
1902 111 3257 tay, hel Lounsbury 
1903 110 3268 11 Awe Travis 
1904 121 4264 996 tte Stone 
1905 120 4264 oak Rie, Holbrook 
1906 §=120 = 4230 Die 34 Lynds 
1907 128 4689 459 ne Penney 
1908 wee 5034 345 rol Wentworth 

i DSi Ir Cond 
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Before closing my report I desire to call attention to the 
good work of Camps 11, 15, 67, 76, 85, 100 and 129, all of which 
have made substantial gains in membership. Camp 11 is the 
banner Camp of the Division in membership, having 159 in 
good standing Dec. 31, 1907. ; 

In conclusion, permit me to express my appreciation of the 
kindly suggestions and assistance which I have received, both 
from you as Commander and many of those associated with 
you on the Division Staff. I desire, especially, to thank Brothers 
Bray, of Camp 1; Weiler, of Camp 79; Stevens, of Camp 31, and 
White, of Camp 9, for the valuable aid they have given me 
when I have been in need of assistance. I sincerely hope that 
my successor will form as many friendships and enjoy as many 
pleasant experiences as I have in the office of Division Secretary. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


Harry H. Ham, 
Division Secretary. 


Report of Division Treasurer. 
GUY L. GOTT. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Diviston, Sons or Verurans, U.S.A. 


Office of Division Treasurer. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 3, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


aye Dear Sir and Brother,—In accordance with the 
Constitution, I have the honor to submit herewith my report of 
the financial transactions of this Division: 
The year 1907 has been a prosperous one. The expenses 
have been very heavy in some ways; i.e.: The expenses of Old 
Home Week, the installation of the card system; also a fine new 
oak case for filing records. These facts should be taken into 
consideration in comparing this year with the past. 
5 There are one or two things which I wish to urge upon the 
tothers for the benefit of the next Treasurer: 
| % First: In sending money, please send check or money 
/ order made payable to the Division, and not to individuals. 
seacsie a Please send stamps when supplies are to be 
Third: Send all requisitions to the Division Treasurer, 
ee ie the Commander and Sceretary. 
| ont we Sih ae are followed, much assistance will be 


The following ar Fi 7 ahi ; 
for the good of ate ane ecommendations which I think are 


(1) That a new system (perhaps the Safe-guard System 
of keeping the books BS ieee, i i y 


(2) That adequat . ing. 7 
decked! quate means for protecting the records be 


and 
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(3) That in view of the expenses of the Division at the 
present time, the Per Capita Tax be continued at 80 cents per 


annum. 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance on hand last report $766.33 
Per Capita Tax ........... $4,006.50 
Supplies Bi 466.97 
Charters Fee ........ oe 125.00 
Memorial University 181.89 
——— _ $4,780.36 ———— 
Total Receipts ....... $5,546.69 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Per, Capita Tax, including 
Banner, 1907 $1,907.24 
Supplies ....... 665.98 
Charter Fees ..... shoaytane 25.00 
Postage and Express .....- 295.01 
Division Officers’ Mileage 
and Eixpenses.........-- 307.28 
——— $3,200.51 
‘Office Expenses: 
Salaries’ . 8:5 14s aaacs ssi 250.00 
Clerk hire ace SH 150.00 
Rent ...:.. te 250.00 
Bonds ....... de 12.50 
Office fixtures 18.98 
Inspecting Headquarters .. 40.40 
Printing Weer ren erin 147.50 
Transferring Headquarters 
fromyyan ere elle: 8.00 
Installing card system ..... 75.00 
Miscellaneous ............ 42.22 
994.60 
Amounts carried forward, $4,195.11 $5,546.69 


Amounts brought forward, 
Flowers for Funeral: 


Mrs. Warren, mother of 8.V. 


$4,195.11 $5,546.69 


IDG), NEG So bngepenne 6.00 
National Encampment Ex- 
DEDSESEE RE tye ses 5) oe: = 200.00 


Twenty-fijth Div. Encamp- 
ment Expenses: 


Stenographer .. ~ Seen 45.50 
Printing Proceedings dnd 
Rosters + ; 273.53 
— 319.03 
Faneuil Hall Camp Fire: 
IRGIN 0 ccd c oan eee een 15.00 
13.78 
15.00 
43.78 
Faneuil Hall Camp Fire, 1906 11.00 
Memorial Exercises at the 
Soldiers’ Home ......... 35.00 
Expenses Old Home Week. . 125.00 
Memorial University. ...... 181.89 
Miscellaneous ............ 152.66 
505.55 
$5,269.47 
Balance on hand Feb. 3, 1908 $277.22 
Value of Supplies on hand ..........-++---++++++ $163.92 


In closing, I wish to express my appreciation of the as- 


Sistance and advice that you, the Division Commander and 


ee of his Staff, have rendered me during my term 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


Guy L. Gort, 
Division Treasurer. 
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Report of Division Counsellor. 
ERNEST E. HOBSON. 


HEDAQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A., 


Office of Division Counsellor. 


Paumer, Mass., JAN. 16, 1908. 


Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: i 


Dear Sir and Brother, —1 herewith respectfully 
submit my report as Division Counsellor for the year 1907-1908. 

The work of this Office has been very light, owing to the 
harmony everywhere prevailing throughout our Division. 
There has been no call for counsel by the Division Officers, and 
none of the Camps have requested any information in an official 
manner. 

The several visits I have made convince me, more and 
more, that our Order is already doing a great work in the in- 
terests of our fathers and our country, and is destined to do 
still greater work. , 

It has been a genuine pleasure to have served with Com- 
mander Wentworth and his able Officers. 


Fraternally yours, 


Ernest E. Hopson, 
Division Counsellor. 
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Report of Division Inspector. 
EDWARD S, EMERSON. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Inspector. 
SprinerreLp, Mass., JAN. 1, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, — In accordance with custom I 
enclose my report of the work done by me as Division Inspector, 
and also that of my Assistants. ‘ 

i When I accepted the position of Division Inspector on 
ommander Wentworth’s Staff, I realized that I had a busy 
year before me, and before the year was three-fourths gone 
busy”’ did not half express it. 
we se the Brother who is to follow me let me offer this sug- 
ne ve not underestimate the position of Division In- 
ae t is not a position for show, but one of hard work, 
Teens i to that of the Division Commander, Secretary and 
apes Ras coneace: After reading the report of my 
cee rother Brock, I made up my mind to follow his 
ee on er sending each Brother selected to serve as Assistant 
PRET Te a gucen notifying him of his appointment and request- 
g Oserve. The following letter was sent out to them: 


Dear Sir and Brother Sprinerimip, Mass., Aug. 1, 1907. 


This will official i i 

Arai Eke cially notify you that you have been appointed 

an WG ony ae for the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Vet- 

ee) nspections of 1907. 

anita blanks will be mailed you in due time. Inspectors 

Fer iey eee ne eneral Orders erento to Inspections and the Inspec- 
et Geral wae very carefully, and govern themselves accordingly. 

work for an old-time Inspection this fall. 
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It is to be hoped that no Brother will refuse this work, as the selecting 
of the Inspectors is quite a task, and a refusal means a delay in getting out 
the Inspection Orders. Brothers are requested to notify the Division 


, Inspector at once of their acceptance or refusal. 


You will be notified in General Orders of your Camps and dates of 
Inspection. 
Now, boys, hustle for good Inspections and prompt returns. 
Fraternally yours, 


Epwarp 8. Emerson, 
7 Division Inspector. 


In almost every case the Brothers responded most heartily 
to my request. In some cases no reply was made by the 
Brothers to my letters. With the idea in mind that “silence 
gives consent” I appointed them as Assistant Inspectors. In all 
cases but one the Brothers so appointed did not disappoint me. 

After many refusals and resignations the following men 
were finally selected to serve as Assistant Inspectors: 

Chas. H. Hayden, Henry F. Weiler, Wm. O. Cutler, Nahum 
Reed, W. H. Payne, Wm. T. Tisdale, John Carto, A. A. Upton, 
J. W. Powell, Thos. H. Burton, F. N. Churchill, Edw. W. Baker, 
F. E. Burnham, Everett H. Lynds, W. R. Crowther, Geo. Be 
Greaton, Frank C. Monroe, E. C. Thayer, H. A. Harvie, W. A. 
Stevens, A. C.. Beal, C. A. Smith, C. A. Cushman, J. Irving 
Botting, Henrie J. Perry, Walter Penney, Dr. Geo. S. Cahill, J. 
W. Niles, C. H. Schofield, Geo. T. Duckworth, F. L. Kirchgass- 
ner, F. E. Howard, Wilfred Bs. Garlick, Chas. H. Perry, Albert 
CG. Blaisdell, Albert J. Whitney, Fred’k Gilbert Bauer, Roland 
Hatch, R. F. Day, E. C. Cushing, Ernest E. Hobson, Chas. P. 
LeBaron, G. E. Stevens, Morton js. Converse, F .H. Brock, Ells- 
worth Curtis, F. W. Day,.J. H. Hinckley, G. Henry Powell, F. 

H. White, John Gilman, Jr., Horace B. Morse, L. M. Pierce, G. 
W. Wallace and Irving Steavens. f 

Camps 40 and 119 are paying per capita tax but holding no 
meetings. Inspectors reported no possible way to have an in- 
spection. 

The following Camps I have not received reports from: 13, 
22, 47, 57, 61, 72, 74, 75, 81, 102, 114. 

In one or two cases the Camps are at fault. But in the 
majority of them think the trouble must be with the Inspectors, 
as part of their assignments were reported. In several instances 
Inspectors held their blanks two months before sending them 
in, causing me much trouble. 


RITUALISTIC WORK. 


At the beginning of my year’s work, foremost in my mind 
was the idea to find out how the Camps stood in their committal 
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of the Ritual to memory. Question No. 3. asks, “Has the 
Commander, Officers and Staff the secret work committed to 
memory?”’ and in answer to this question three-fourths of the 
Assistant Inspectors reported on this question“ Yes,” “ Fairly,” 
‘Pretty good.’ Therefore, when some reports came in with 
all questions marked “Yes,” there was nothing for the Division 
Inspector to do but to mark such reports 100%, although I be- 
lieve some should not have been rated quite so high. In my 
General Orders, issued Sept. 1, I asked the Assistant Inspectors 
to mark the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice 
Commander, Chaplain and Sergeant of the Guard on a scale of 
ten (10) each. This would allow 50% for “secret work,” and 
the other 50% for the remainder of the questions, which in nearly 
every case were correct. By disregarding these orders (which 
by some Inspectors I really believe was considered nonsense) 
my idea of trying to get a fair rating for Camps was spoilt. One 
thing is evident, however, that-Camps which are calling for a 
new Ritual should first learn to master the old one. First im- 
pressions are always lasting, and many Camps are mustering 
men who (because of the poor Ritualistic work) are never seen 
again in the Camp room and soon drift to the suspended and 
then the dropped list. Brothers, let us take a big brace all 
along the line on this question and do better. ' 


DIVISION ROSTER, 


ee ene: unreliability of this small book, in regard to meeting 
3 shts of the several Camps in this Division, places it in a class 
y acl and second only to a Boston and Albany time-table. 
Hes t saeitbe cause of a large per cent. of my troubles the past 
us ey Camp Commanders will see that the time and place 
feel eee meeting is reported correctly this coming year I 
Reais mene my successor and his assistants will “rise up 
ae Reese Dlesngs on your bees Others you 
eat rte ea se heaped on you if you do not give it 


IMPORTANCE TO CAMPS OF INSPECTION. 


I do not believe that Cam y realiz i ; 

Ae ye that Camps fully realize the importance of 
een qnsbections. Some of the reports I have received 
easier. Ce Let me mention one instance as an 
Sait pa , He of the Inspectors lost one-half day’s time and 
eee use ars and sixty-two cents for car fare to reach the 
f as ie to inspect, only to find, on his arrival, the Camp 
‘oom door locked and no sign of a meeting. After looking up 


3° 


the residence of the Commander he sent word to him and re- 
ceived the reply that he had worked hard all day and was too 
tired to come down. Here was a case that was certainly very 
trying. We, perhaps, could make an excuse for the Commander 
but how about the Senior Vice Commander, who is supposed to 
take the place of the Commander when he is not able to be 
present? Camp Officers of this calibre deserve to be removed 
from office. This case was reported to the Division Commander. 

Several other reports came in where the Inspector was 
obliged to “fill a chair” so that the meeting could proceed. 
Such conditions are nothing short of disgraceful, and Camps who 
do not show any better interest than that should be disbanded. 
Several Camps in the Eastern part of the State need looking 
after, the Inspectors reporting them in very bad shape. 

Many Camps were found without Forms “OO,” “OOO,” 
“OOOO,” and they were supplied with them by Headquarters. 
Camp Commanders should see to it that they receive these 
forms from their predecessors on Installation night. 


Question 22: “Are the books and accounts of the Camp 
Treasurer regularly audited by the Camp Council?” I find 
quite a number of Camps answering in the negative to this 
question. Now, Brothers, it is imperative that your Camp 
Council inspect your Treasurer's accounts regularly. Slackness 
in such matters has caused more than one good Camp to “sur- 
render its charter and go to smash.” Wake up, next year, and 
do better with this question. 


Question 23: “Is a report of the Audit made a record of 
and included in the minutes of the Camp?” The same trouble 
here as in “Question 22.” This should be done for sake of a 
record. I trust that Camp Officers this coming year will en- 
deavor to overcome these two faults. 


I wish to compliment the Assistant Inspectors on the en- 
thusiasm they have put into their work. They have done finely 
and I am proud of the men who served as Assistant Inspectors 
for the Inspections of 1907. 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


The following Camps are deserving of honorable mention 
for their good work for the year: Camp 11, of Whitman, for 
the splendid showing, both financially and numerically, which 
they made at Inspection; Camp 15, of Springfield, for the good 
work done in recruiting; Camp 118, of Eastondale, for having, 
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with the assistance of the Relief Corps, paid off a mortgage of 
$800. In the past seventeen (17) years this Camp has helped 
the G. A. R. to the extent of nearly $3000. 

I have simply cited these three Camps as an example of 
what can be done and because they received special praise from 
the Assistant Inspectors. 

Many other Camps could be quoted in the above, and I 
hope that no Camp will feel slighted if this is not done, but it is 
impossible to treat each and every Camp separately relative 
to its good points. 

During the year I have visited the following Camps: 44, 
Westfield; 60, Holyoke; 55, Southbridge; and assisted with the 
other Division Officers at Camp 15’s muster, at Springfield, 
Oct. 30. 


The following table shows the per 
from the Assistant Inspectors’ reports: 


ent. of Camps as taken 


Camp Per |Camp Per (Camp Per |Camp Per |Camp Per 
No. cent. | No. cent. | No. cent. | No. 


5 100 | 33 98 51 90 | 106 84 | 142 73° 
6 100 | 41 98 | 59 90 45 82 36 77 
11 100 | 68 98 67 90 1 80 | 122 76 
12 100 | 70 98 69 90 2 80 16 75 
17 100 | 80 98 73 90 14 0) 42 75 
23 100 | 79 97 76 90 18 80 77 75 
34 100 | 29 96) | 8 90 19 80 86 75 
35 100 | 87 96 82 90 50 80 94 75 
37 100 | 120 96 84 90 27 80 | 130 75 
48 100 | 20 95 88 90 64 80 | 145 75 
49 100 | 43 95 99 90 66 80 21 70 
54 100 | 58 95 | 112 90 93 80 38 70 
55 100 | 118 95 | 115 90 94 80 56 66 
62 100 | 121 93 | 116 88 | 103 80 97 65 
65 100 3 92 71 87 | 110 80 | 131 65 
83 100 | 60 92 26 85 | 124 80 | 136 65 
85 100 9) 90 52 85 | 125 80 | 58 60 
89 100 | 15 90 | 78 85 | 129 80 | 108 60 
90 100 | 25 90 | 98 85 | 134 80 95 55 
92 100 | 28 90 | 109 85 4 79 7 50 
100 100 | 31 90 | 123 85 | 144 79 24 50 
117 100 | 32 90 | 146 85 10 78 63 50 
101 i)a) Scho) 90 | 30 84 46 78 8 35 
149 99 | 44 90 | 104 84 | 111 78 |119 Camps 


The following tabulated report of the Inspections is 
herewith submitted: 


Number of Camps in the Division 
Number in good standing . 
Number inspected ...... 
Number properly equippe 4 
Number having necessary paraphern: mG 
Number in which secret work is committed 
Number keeping records correctly ....... 118 
Number keeping accounts correctly 
Number forwarded all reports ... 
Number having roster complete . . 
Number paid all dues to Headqu 
Number having password and counters 
Number members in good standing last qua 
Number gained since Dec. 31st last 
Number suspended . . 


Number dropped .. eae 131 
Number Camps not haying By-Laws 13 
Number presenting badge to recruits ...... 118 


Number audit accounts ....... 97 
Total value of Camp property 2 
Total indebtedness of Camps ...... 
Number of Camps not free from deb’ 
Total amount invested ............. 


Number Camps having military compa‘ F 6 
Number Chaplains forwarding reports promp 113. 
Number in charge Memorial Day exercises... 22 
Number attending Divine Services, Memorial Da; 117 
Number having Ladies’ Auxiliary .. pdao 29 
Number in harmony with G.A.R. a 


Number observing Union Defende 
Number Camps beneficial ........-------+ Semele 
Amount paid since Dee. 31st fe 
Amount paid since Dec. 31st for Death Benefits .. 


Number of Camps attending funerals of members . 87 
Expended for relief of G.A.R. members . $768.16 
Number assisted... ps 
Expended for relief ve $1.00 
Expended for relief of members of C: Sercn 


Expended for relief of soldiers’ widows 


One habit of a number of Camps I should like to call atten- 
tion to, and that is the suspension of meetings in hot weather. 
Brothers, this is bad habit to get into and every Camp which 
does this is bound to fall behind. You can make your meetings 
just as interesting in hot weather as in cold. I call to mind a 
Camp which has an average attendance in hot weather of thirty 
members and also entertains twenty or more G. A. R. men. 
Have short meetings, a light lunch, and a few short yarns from 
the “old boys,” and there you have it, an enjoyable evening. 
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Then, when cold weather approaches, your men are with you 
and good meetings are an established fact. = 

My thanks are due Commander W. O. Cutter, Camp 49, of 
Natick, and Commander Geo. S. Cahill, of Camp 56, of Cam- 
bridge, who covered more than their regular assignments as 
Assistant Inspectors, thereby giving this Department a big lift 
when it was most needed. In Commander Wentworth I feel 
that I have had a true friend and adviser this past year. When- 
ever the path was rough he stood ready and willing to smooth 
out and make pleasant my labors J am also under great obliga- 
tions to Past Division Inspectors Penney and Brock for many 
kind and helpful hints in my year’s work, and I stand ready to 
pass along to my successor (if he should need it) some of the 
“same medicine.” 

I have only one recommendation to make; it is this: 
“That retiring Camp Commanders be held on what you might 
call a retired list at Headquarters as available men for Assistant 
Inspectors’ positions for one year.” 

Tn closing, let me quote you a verse from a poem I have 
here on my desk: : 


The future ’s all before you, 
Look ahead; 

Let the past’s mistakes not bore you, 
Look ahead; \ 

Turn not backward eyes, regretting 

Over what is done, vain fretting; 4 

But your glance straight forward setting, 
Look ahead. 


Wishing you all good luck for 1908, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 


Epwarp §. EMERSON, 
Division Inspector. 
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Report of 
Division Chief Mustering Officer. 


FREDERIC G. BAUER. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Drvisron, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A. 
Office of Chief Mustering Officer. 
Boston, Mass., Frs. 1, 1908. 


Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, —I submit the following as 
my report for the past year. During the year I have mustered 
five new Camps, viz: 

Ezra N. Fuller Camp, No. 77, of Needham, Commander 
Edmund G. Pond, was mustered in Masonic Hall, Needham, 
March 28th, with twenty-five charter members. I was assisted 
in the work by Division Patriotic Instructor Cook, who delivered 
acharge to the recruits, and by a full suite from Joseph Stedman 
Camp, No. 51, of Jamaica Plain, who exemplified the ritualistic 
work with the special features used by that Camp, in a most 
effective manner. The muster was largely attended by brothers 
from surrounding towns. 

Anson D. Fessenden Camp, No. 82, of Townsend, Com- 
mander Alfred N. Fessenden, was mustered in Memorial Hall, 
Townsend, May 18th, with thirty-one charter members, subse- 
quently increased before the charter list closed to forty-five. I 
was assisted in the work by a suite from Camps 51, 28, and 37, 
who exemplified the full ritualistic work as used by Camp 51. 
Particular credit is due the brothers from Camps 28 and 37 for 
the excellent manner in which they performed this, to them, 
largely new work, especially as they had no opportunity to 
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rehearse it, and had never seen it done, but were obliged to. 
learn it from a manuscript, unassisted. Junior Vice Division 
Commander Turner and Division Patriotic Instructor Cook 
also assisted in the work. There is no Grand Army Post in 
Townsend, and as the railroad accommodations more or less 
isolate the town, the new Camp has a field all to itself, and I 
believe is destined to prove an extremely useful and influential 
organization in the community. 

Captain William S. McFarlin Camp, No. 182, of Carver, 
Commander William M. Shaw, was mustered in Town Hall, 
Carver, Dec. 29th, with twenty members. The installation 
of officers was held in the Baptist Church, and was largely at- 
tended by the townspeople in spite of the bad weather. I was 
assisted by brothers of Collingwood Camp, No. 4, of Plymouth, 
in the ritualistic work. 

Captain William D. Gregory Camp, No. 91, of Marblehead, 
Commander Willard White, was mustered in Grand Army Hall, 
Marblehead, Jan. 16th, with fifty-two members. The charter 
list of this Camp is still open at the date of this report. I was 
assisted by Brothers of Camps 1 and 51 in the muster work. 
This Camp was organized through the efforts of the Essex 
County Association, and from the large number of men sent by 
Marblehead into the Union Army should become one of the 
largest Camps in the Division. 

Alexander Smart Camp, No. 107, of Merrimac, Com- 
mander Daniel W. Currin, was mustered in Grand Army 
Hall, Merrimac, Jan. 22d. Nineteen:-members were mustered 
on that evening and the charter list is still open. This Camp 
also was due to the efforts of the Essex County Association, and 
especially of Bro. E. W. Eaton, of Newburyport, who was pres- 
ent, and assisted in the work of mustering. By an accidental 
failure of car connections, I was obliged to muster this Camp 
without a full suite, which deprived the ritualistic work of much 
of its impressiveness. 

During my work of the year two things have been impressed. 
on my mind especially. One is the necessity of greatest strict- 
ness in the proof of eligibility candidates are required to furnish. 
Tt has been the custom, and is still in some Camps, to admit a 
recruit merely on his own statement that his father served. As 
a result I have myself known of men coming into our Order who 
could not tell in what organization their fathers served. Unless 
these particulars for the descriptive book are obtained before 
a man is mustered they are usually not obtained at all. I have 
known of two cases where an applicant for muster did not know 
his own father’s name. I am a member of other patriotic and 
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hereditary Orders, and know the strictness which there prevails. 
An applicant must write out in detail his descent, must verify 
it by his affidavit, and must submit official documents to prove 
his ancestor’s service. Why should we not require the same 
exactness? The records of the Civil War are so easily accessible 
to everybody that this imposes no hardship on the recruit, and 
it insures that our records shall be full and complete, and that 
we shall not muster anyone who is not the descendant of a vet- 
eran. By direction of the Division Commander I have insisted 
on such proof in the case of new Camps, and I believe it should 
be insisted upon everywhere. 

My second recommendation is that a Division Mustering 
Staff be formed. Nothing is such an inspiration to a recruit as 
to see the work impressively carried out, and nothing more 
sure to make him lose interest in and respect for our Order than 
to see a slipshod and poorly managed muster ceremony. If 
it is worth while for us to have a ritual at all, it is worth while 
to go through the ceremonies well. Especially is this so in the 
case of new Camps. Then we take in a large number of new 
recruits, and if the Camp is in an inaccessible town many of the 
members may never see the work done in any Camp but their 
own. It is, therefore, doubly important that they be given 
the best start possible. It is not always possible for the Muster- 
ing Officer to secure a staff at short notice, and even then, unless 
he can get it from one Camp, the members lack practice together, 
which is one of the great essentials of good floor work. A 
Division Staff could add much to the new Camps, and by giv- 
ing exemplifications through the Division could greatly im- 
prove our ritualistic work as a whole. A 

In addition to my regular work as Mustering Officer I have 
performed certain other duties which were assigned me by the 
Commander. On April 19th I acted as Chief Marshal of the 
parade at South Weymouth. The conduct and discipline of 
the brothers who paraded on that occasion in spite of the 
storm was worthy of the highest commendation. With the 
spirit shown that night under trying conditions no task is im- 
possible to our Division. 

I also had charge of the ushering at the Mass Meeting at 
Mechanics’ Building during Old Home Week. The work as- 
signed our Order was well performed by brothers from the 
Camps in the Metropolitan District. 

In closing my term of office I desire to thank all who have 
helped me in the work of starting the new Camps, and partic- 
ularly the Division Commander, who has not only actively in- 
terested himself in the organization of each of them, but has 
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been personally present and assisted in the work at every 
muster. 

I also desire to express my thanks to my brother, Louis 
Hopewell Bauer, Sergeant of the Guard of Camp 51, who has 
assisted me in the capacity of Sergeant of the Guard at each of 
the new Camps except one, when College duties prevented. 

My associations with the members of the Division Staff 
have been most pleasant, and I have always found them ready 
to render every possible assistance. 


Respectfully yours in F., C. and L., 


,Freperic Gitpert Bauzr, 
Chief Mustering Officer. 
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Report of Division Chief Aide. 


GEORGE S. CAHILL, M.D. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Drvision, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A. 
Office of Division Chief Aide. 
Bosron, Mass., Jan. 30, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, — Reporting for the Depart- 
ment of Aides: when at the late hour of October I assumed the 
office of Chief Aide, by the resignation of my predecessor, I was 
confronted by a condition which was, to say the least, appalling. 
It is with great pleasure that I can report that by an earnest 
endeavor to get in touch, not only with the District Chief Aides, 
but the District Aides as well, I have been able to smooth some 
of the petty worries, and can fearlessly say, the Aides for the 
past few months have done yeoman work and the results of 
their work will compare well with that of any preceding year. 
Tottering Camps have been held together and encouraged to 
new activity and the Order in Massachusetts strengthened by 
the efforts of the District Aides. 4 

While suggestions might be made for the improvement, of 
the Aide system, it would ill become me, at this time, to offer 
suggestions that might not meet the approval of my successor; 
I would be remiss in my full duty, however, at this time, did I 
not recognize the fact that much of the success of my Depart- 
ment has been due to the tireless efforts and encouragement 
which we have received from the Division Commander, and 
much of the success which has been a pleasure to us, as Aides, 
is due to the advice which we have received from Headquarters. 


Fraternally in F., C. and L., 


Guo. 8. Cant, M.D. 
_ Division Chief Aide. 


Report of Division Press Correspondent. 
WALTER L. RAMSDELL. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuusrrts Division, Sons or VeTrrans, U.S. A. 
Office of Press Correspondent. 


Lynn, Mass., JAN. 16, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


t Dear Sir and Brother, — 1 herewith respectfully syb- 
nly my report as Division Press Correspondent. The work of 
e year for which I was appointed is not completed at this 
cea, but I am in a position to render an account of duty 
performed to the best of my ability, and give the result of my 
experience in the office. ; 
aes estimed the duties with an earnest desire to make my 
eee ment a valuable adjunct to Headquarters, and at least 
ae the high standard of effort set up by my predecessor, 
poet W illiam A. Stevens, P.D.C. I regret to say that while 
x oe given faithful attention to and labored hard at the work, 
afraid au been performed with satisfaction to myself, and I am 
aaa it has failed to satisfy many of my Brothers in the 
Tue Banner, as th i 5 
NNER, e official organ of the order of Sons of 
Verne, claimed chief attention, and it has been*my desire 
full ye mpee to furnish for each month’s issue of the paper as 
thas ccount of the doings of this Division as I could obtain. 
had pra eee in this by the Publisher of the BAnNur, who 
ae ‘ i anes pach 
Sachin generous allotment of space to the Division 
Tt has been no e: i i 
4 asy task to fill that space, owing to the 
Bee cerca ane part of many Massachusetts Camps to assist me 
eo ie Ing in news of their activities. Notwithstanding an 
Es appeal sent to every Camp immediately after my ap- 
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pointment, and frequent requests for information sent to indi- 
vidual Camps since, a large number on the Roster have utterly 
failed to communicate with this office. I have been compelled, 
simply because a spirit of justice and fairness demanded it, to 
send for copies of local newspapers containing accounts of Camp 
events so that reports could be sent to the Bannzr, knowing 
that I should receive nothing from the Camps themselves. 

The ample space accorded the Division in the BANNER has 
had the effect of stimulating Camp Correspondents to greater 
activity, and as the year’s work draws to a close T find less cause 
for complaint of neglect on the part of the Camps. There is 
reason to excuse the negligent ones in the fact that news sent for 
publication in the Banner is generally stale when it appears, 
owing to the rule of the BANNER that all copy for each month’s 
issue must be in the office of publication in Dwight, Illinois, not 
later than the first day of the month. In order to print news 
when it is fresh, or comparatively so, I have frequently violated 
a rule of my profession in sending announcements of events 
haying taken place on certain dates when the dates had not 
arrived when the “copy” was prepared. 

We have been promised an improved and remodeled Ban- 
NER, as a result of the decision of the last National Encamp- 
ment to renew the contract with the publisher. The January, 
1908, issue was to come out in the new form, but at this writing 
T have not seen the January number, and, therefore, am unable 
to judge of the character and worth of the improvement. I 
am free to say that, unless it gives us a radical change from the 
familiar make-up of the BANNER and a better class of advertis- 
ing, no benefit will result to the Division from the change. | 
am fully convinced that, so far as the Banner fulfils the mission 
of a newspaper organ for the Massachusetts Division, it is not 
worth what is paid for it, and I doubt if it will be worth much 
more in the new form. I believe it will be greatly to the ad- 
vantage of the Division if it is permitted, or if it assumes the 
authority, to, publish a paper of its own or stand behind such 
publication, if worthy Brothers of the Order undertake the en- 
terprise. Then the Division could be equipped with an organ 
of publicity which would stir up a wave of interest and activity, 
and assist, materially, in promoting the efforts of the Division 
Officers to increase the strength and enhance the welfare of the 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans. 

Having received substantial assistance from certain Brothers 
in the Division, who seem to have kept the Press Correspondent 
constantly in mind, I desire here to acknowledge a debt of grat- 
itude owed each of them. I refer to Division Patriotic In- 
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structor Sherwin L. Cook, Division Inspector E. S. Emerson, 
District Chief Aide Wilfred E. Garlick, Aide Harry F. Weiler, 
and a number of Camp Correspondents. I am under obliga- 
tions to Division Commander James H. Wentworth and Divi- 
sion Secretary Harry H. Ham, also, for valuable aid in my work. 

The last Encampment having placed the matter of an ap- 
propriation for the expense of this Department in the hands of 
the Division Commander; I have to say that he has refunded 
an expenditure of $6.00, made by me for postage and stationery. 


Yours truly in F., C.and L., 
Waurtrr L. RaMsDELL, 
Division Press Correspondent. 
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Report of Division Patriotic Instructor. 
SHERWIN L. COOK. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuusErrs Drvision, Sons or Vererans, U.S.A. 
Roxsury, Mass., Jan. 16, 1908. 
Harry H. Ham, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, —I1 have the honor to trans- 
mit, herewith, my report as Patriotic Instructor of the Massa- 
chusetts Division for the year now closing. : 

On assuming office I sent to each Camp a circular requesting 
the appointment of Camp Patriotic Instructors, and at a later 
date, in General Orders, this request was repeated. While not 
entirely barren of results, I am obliged to report that the re- 
sponse to this request was disappointing and that either the 
overwhelming majority of the Camps of this Division are with- 
out Patriotic Instructors, or that Headquarters has not been 
notified of such appointments. I would earnestly. point out to: 
every Camp Commander the necessity of complying with this 
requirement, in order that my successor may have a permanent 
foundation on which to build. I would recommend that some 
form of charge to Patriotic Instructors be sent out, either by 
Division Headquarters or from the Commandery-in-Chief, to 
be used at Installations next year. This would call special at- 
tention of the Camp Commanders to the office by rendering the 
Staff Installation incomplete unless included, and be following 
the example of the Grand Army and Women’s Relief Corps. 

The work of the department of Patriotic Instructor is not 
well defined at the present time, and must depend upon the 
future for its normal growth. The work of the Patriotic In- 
struction Department of the G. A. R., among the schools, is a 
work on which we can encroach with neither usefulness nor pro- 
priety. Patriotic addresses delivered by men who, in their very 
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selves, present object lessons of real devotion, are far more ef- 
fective than any speeches, however polished, which can be made 
by their sons, and our efforts must be made entirely subservient 
and supplemental to the work of these men. I recommend that 
the first efforts of Camp Patriotic Instructors be to work with 
full deference in harmony with the Patriotic Instructors of 
the G. A. R. and W. R. C., and if our services are not yet neces- 
sary to them, let whatever we do be done with the tenderest of 
Respect: remembering the ‘they also serve who only stand and 
ait. 
_ note, with interest, that the Patriotic Departments of the 
allied orders are in a permanent condition through normal 
growth, under heads who are appointed and re-appointed for 
several years in succession, and, as I am so situated that I can- 
not accept a re-appointment, I feel emboldened to suggest that 
if the incoming Commander appoints a fitting occupant for the 
office, that future Commanders will feel able to give the office 
a certain degree of permanancy. i 
ae piemonal University and its needs will, doubtless, be 
i ly d cussed by the Division Commander, but I feel impelled 
xo urge t he necessity of a renewed activity in the interest of 
his institution. A Committee appointed by the Division Com- 
mandy, of which the Division Patriotic Instructor has acted as 
¢ aman, and consisting, besides himself, of Past Commander- 
tee intel Chas. K Darling, Chief Mustering Officer Fredk. Gilbert 
Gestos ne Guy A. Ham, of Camp 30, and H. E. Dalton, of 
Be 8, ie acted in an advisory capacity on this subject. I 
Sa that this Committee be continued and that it make 
ee ne 0 have similar Committees appointed in the allied orders 
oii epoaie subject with whom they may work in harmony. 
we ir he Ww eek assigned as Memorial University Week did not 
eee expected, the Camps which carried out the Com- 
a ler’s recommendations showed emphatically what can be 
one in this direction, and I urge that every Camp agree to hold 
eee for this purpose during the next two 
Hess th orwarding the proceeds to the University through 
ese Headquarters, and that the incoming Commander offer 
TAopne trophy to be contested for. ; 

There are still a very great number of pledge subscriptions 
ppd ane oa. uncollectable. I believe that these BRO 
pen ped out and that we should begin all over and let our work 

e aac 28 Reece not promise. 
beheve that the new magazine, known as the Republi 
Magazine, should be in every library and reading room fn ie 
State, and suggest that subscriptions for that purpose would be 
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fully within the scope of each Camp's Patriotic Department. I 
renew my earlier recommendation that flags, pictures and other 
patriotic symbols, be placed in the local schoolhouses to the 
extent of each Camp’s means, always making such gifts as may 
harmonize with the ideas of the school authorities. 

T have made thirty-five official visits, and my relations with 
the members of the Order have been for the most part not merely 
cordial but delightful as has also my association with the Di- 
vision Commander. 

T cannot close without re-affirming a statement made in my 
early circular, and which I still think the most important ad- 
vice that I can give regarding local Instructors, “the men se- 
lected should. . . . be citizens of high repute. Nothing 
is more abjectly humiliating than an eloquent speech on good 
citizenship by anyone whose life is a contradiction of his pro- 
fessions.”” It is highly important that we remember that real 
patriotism can only be built on character, and that professions. 
not so founded are not patriotism but mere tawdy and theatrical 
sentimentalism. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
SuEerwin L. Cook, 
Division Patriotic Instructor. 
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VISITORS FROM OTHER DIVISIONS. 


The Commander of the New Hampshire Division, Samuel 
S. Smith, of Exeter, and his associate, Alonzo W. Elliott, of 
Concord, were introduced and cordially received, the former 
making pleasing remarks on the relations existing between 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. : 

___ The Commander of the Rhode Island Division, Frank T. 
Sibley, of Providence, spoke similarly in regard to the effect of 
the example of the Massachusetts Division on the boys in 
Rhode Island. : ¥ 

_ National Chaplain W. J. Patten, President of the Memorial 
University, Mason City, Iowa, was most cordially received and 
advocated the bill now pending in the United States Congress 
to make Lincoln’s Birthday, Feb. 12th, a legal holiday. Upon 
motion by Patriotic Instructor Sherwin L. Cook, it was 

Voted : “That this Division unanimously endorse the 
effort that is being made before the National Congress to make 
Lincoln s Birthday a National holiday, and that a telegram in- 
OrEEnE Congressman Bartholdt of the same be transmitted to 
3 _Applause followed the announcement of the vote, and 
Division Secretary Ham sent the telegram as instructed. 


REPORT OF DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


F pet Commander E. EH. Fish presented the annual report 
to) _ the Dormitory Commission as follows, the same being re- 
ceived and referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports, on 
motion of Brother Smith, of Camp 60, Holyoke: 


Bosron, Frs. 10, 1908. 
Report of the Dormitory Commission of the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea: 
Balance on hand at last POOH is cols u doo pp wo. Homa 25s xc 


Received from Massachusetts Division . 
Received from Dividends 


Leaving a balance on hand of +. $203.72 
Deposited in Chelsea Savings Bank, Book 43801. 
Submitted in F., C. and L., E. E. Fisu, 
Approved: F. E. Warnur, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Chairman Com. on Officers’ Reports. 
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A MUSICAL TREAT. 


During a lull in the proceedings, vocal and instrumental 
music was furnished by Brother Edwin A. Holmes, pianist, of 
Camp 30, and a sneezing song, and practical address on what 
will build up the Order, by Comrade and Brother Fuller, of 
Camp 39. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Division Secretary Ham reported the following as having 
passed in their credentials: 


Past Division Commanders ..... ates » © 
Camp Commanders .........- 9 
Past Camp Gommanders ..... 65 
Delegates 65 
Alternates) :. <1). 4.4 [5.00 5 Aone: onto aaa heiceeneten a enema 14 

ANG) BPRS ROME abc lbonataxdbada avewe 159 


USHERS TO ASSIST THE W.R.C. 


Division Commander Wentworth named the following 
Brothers to serve as ushers at the Shawmut Congregational 
Church, Wednesday evening, Feb. 12, for the patriotic gather- 
ing under the auspices of the Massachusetts Woman’s Relief 
Corps, a special request having come from-the ladies that John 
E. Gilman, Jr., be chief usher: 

Brothers John E. Gilman, Jr., White of Camp 9, Eldredge, 
Holmes, Wyckoff, Barrett of Camp 106, Chubbuck of Camp 74, 
Scott of Camp 9, Ford of Camp 34, and Chapman of Camp 79. 


VISITORS FROM SONS OF VETERANS’ AUXILIARY. 


Brothers Perry, Emerson and Crosby, were appointed to 
escort the following representatives from the Sons of Veterans 
Auxiliary into the hall, the first named lady making the ad- 
dress for the Auxiliary — and presenting Commander Went- 
worth with a beautiful bouquet of pinks — Miss Lizzie Flavel, 
of Marshfield, Miss Mary Wells, of Winchendon, and Mrs. L. 
Edna Foss, of Woburn. The response was made by Past 
Division Commander Walter Penney. 


VISITORS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


For the first time in the history of our Division, a National 
President of the Daughters of Veterans, Miss C. Millie Leighton, 
of Clinton, Mass., headed the delegation which brought to us 
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the greetings of our patriotic Sisters, the other two members 
of the delegation being Mrs. Charles E. Rowley, of Fitchburg, 
and Mrs. L. Dearborn. iss Leighton spoke of the great pleas- 
ure it afforded her to bring greetings as the National President, 
and urged the Brothers to an even greater reverence and assist- 
ance of the Fathers. Past Division Commander Fred J. Brad- 
ford made a fitting response. 

At 4.15 o’clock, upon motion by Past Commander Samuel 
A. Pickering, of Camp 78, the Encampment adjourned until 
9 o’clock Wednesday morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1908. 


Morning Session. 


Division Commander James H. Wentworth called the 
Encampment to order promptly at 9 o’clock, Wednesday 
morning, Feb. 12, 1908, a goodly number of Brothers having 
recovered from the effects of the previous night’s banquet 
sufficiently for early attendance. 

A salute to the flag followed the opening prayer of Division 
Chaplain Maurice H. Levy, in which the Divine blessing was 
especially invoked upon the President of the United States of 
America. 


MUSIC IN THE AIR. 


Brother Edward A. Holmes again favored the Encamp- 
ment with piano and vocal selections. 


RESPONSE TO ROLL CALL. 


Division Commander ...... ....James H. Wentworth 


Senior Vice Commander . 
Junior Vice Commander .......-.--++-++-- 
Secrebarya.\ a. Je) sero eee ie kere er mye re Harry H. Ham 
i Edward §. Emerson 
Maurice H. Levy 
Sherwin L. Cook 


Chaplain ete (cc RONG 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Chairman Guy A. Ham reported “no action necessary” on 
the following resolutions, numbered 1 and 2. 
The report of the committee was adopted. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF 
Cou. THomMAs WENrwortH HiacGInson Camp, 56, 
Sons or VETERANS. 


CampripGn, Mass., Fes. 10, 1908. 
To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
oj Veterans, in Convention: 


Whereas, The holding of the Convention on the 12th of 
February, Union Defenders’ Day, makes it impossible to hold 
exercises on that day in memory of our beloved Lincoln, as the 
working members of the Order are in attendance at the Con- 
vention; 


_ Resolved, That the Massachusetts Division hold its Conven- 
tion on some other date. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
BE. Roscor Hazun, 
Patriotic Instructor of Camp 56. 
Past Division Patriotic Instructor. 


Resolved, That the State Convention of the Sons of Veterans 
hereafter be held on the 12th of day February, when the same 
is a week day; otherwise on the 13th. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. T. Tostn, 
Past Commander Camp 87. 


On the following resolution, numbered 3, the report of the 
committee, “no legislation necessary,’’ was adopted. 


Cuaries Russent Lowrit Camp, No. 9, S. or V. 
Boston, Mass., Fes. 11, 1908. 


eae "| 4 . 
Division Commander and Brothers at this Convention assembled. 
GREETING: 


The delegates from Charles Russell Lowell Camp, No. 9, 
most respectfully make the following motion: 

That the Card System being installed at Division Head- 
quarters be indexed in such manner as to render it possible to 
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find the card of any Brother, whose name is given only, but the 
number and location of whose Camp is not known, in order to 
obviate the necessity of searching through the entire file cabinet. 
Example of suggested indexing: 


James H. Wentworth ....Camp 31, Newtonville. 
Harry H. Ham ......... Camp 30, Dorchester. 
Wm. F. Moore ..........Camp 9, Boston. 
Walter Penney ........- Camp 1, Lynn. 


Respectfully presented by 


Wa. F. Moorz, Commander. 
Watrer B. Scort, 
Grorcs F. Murray, 

Delegates. 


Applause followed the announcement “‘ought to pass,’ on 
resolution numbered 4, as follows, and it was so ordered: 


Resolved, That for all of the interests of the Order it is very 
desirable that the National Encampments of the Sons of Veter- 
ans, U.S.A., should be held at the same times and places as 
those of the Grand Army of the Republic and other kindred 
organizations; 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented to 
the next National Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.; 

Resolved, That the Delegates of the Massachusetts Division 
to said National Encampment be instructed to endeavor to 
secure such legislation by said Encampment as will result in the 
holding of the National Encampments of the Order as herein 
indicated. i 

Mas. Joun A. Cumaines Camp, No. 3, Somerville. 


By Jamus H. Hacerry, Com. 
“ Davi W. Kinney, P.C. 
Horace W. Soute, P.C. 
Frep E. Warren, P.C. 


The committee suggested the following change in resolu- 
tion numbered 5: “that the incoming Division ‘Commander 
endeavor to have the Division Orders published in the Massa- 
chusetts column of the Banner; with this change, we report 
“ ought to pass.” It was so ordered. 

Whereas, Owing to the absence of a large number of mem- 
bers from the meetings, a very large number never hear the 
Division Orders read, and as there is much in them of interest 
to the entire membership, be it 
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Resolved, That the incoming Division Commander endeavor 
to have the Division Orders published in the Massachusetts 
column of the BANNER. 

Camp No. 65. 


Resolution numbered 6.was considered, the committee 
recommending “that the same be referred to the incoming 
Commander, with the suggestion to him that a committee be 
appointed to secure the necessary legislation.” Adopted. 


MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, S. OF V. 


Whereas, It has come to the notice of the members of Camp 
47, S. of V., that the Revised Laws of Massachusetts, Chapter 
206, Section 5, in relation to the abuse or misuse of the American 
Flag, does not fully protect it only in public and makes it pos- 
sible for the flag to be misused in private; 
Resolved, That the members of the Nelson R. Stevens Camp, 
No. 47, Division of Massachusetts, S. of V., bring this matter 
before the Twenty-sixth Annual Encampment of the Massa- 
chusetts Division, S. of V., assembled, that they may take any 
action to have the Massachusetts Legislature amend Chapter 
206, Section 5, so that the flag will be protected at all times 
from insult or misuse whether in public or private. 
Tuomas F. HoLman, 
Mitron L. Rock, 
WiiitAM Swett, 
Watrer L. Baker, 
Committee of Camp 47, 8. of V. 


CHAPTER 206, SECTION 5, REVISED LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Whoever publicly mutilates, tramples upon, defaces or 
treats contemptuously the Flag of the United States, or of 
Massachusetts, whether such Flag is private or public property, 
or whoeyer displays such Flag or any representation thereof 
upon which are words, figures, advertisements or designs, shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than one 
hundred dollars; but a Flag which belongs to a Grand Army 
Post, to a Camp of the Legion of Spanish War Veterans or 
which is the property of or is used in the service of the United 
States or of this Commonwealth may have the names of the 
battles and the name and members of the organization to 
which such. Blag belongs inscribed thereon. ‘Trial justices 
oe have jurisdiction of violations of the provisions of this 
section. 
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Resolution number 7 was read; “ought, to pass,” being 
the committee’s report. ‘The resolution was adopted with 
Encampment applause. 


HEADQUARTERS 


Cou. THomas Wentworth Hiceinson Camp 56, 
Sons or VETERANS. 


CampripcE, Mass., Jan. 27, 1908. 


_ The following resolution was endorsed by vote of this 
Camp to be presented to the Twenty-sixth Convention of the 
Massachusetts Division, S. of V.: 


Whereas, The government of the United States of America 
has set aside Memorial Day, May 30th, as a national day of 
mourning, consecrated to the memory of the brave men who 
died in defense of their country and helped to make the govern- 
ment of the United States the power it is to-day, in the eyes 
of the world; 

Whereas, Memorial Day is not observed by large masses of 
the people, as it was intended when authorized by Congress; 

Whereas, It is the desire of all patriotic and loyal citizens, 
that the National day of mourning be observed in reverence 
to the dead; y 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Vet- 
erans, U.S.A., appoint a committee to make plans and arenes 
with all other patriotic Orders that all may work together os 
bring enough pressure to bear, that a law may be passed in tl . 
State Legislature in 1909, to apply the Sunday laws to Memoria 
Day until the hour of two in the afternoon. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


Rosert E. Sanps, Commander. 
Attest: 
E. R. Hazen, Secretary. 


Resolution No. 8 was read as follows, the committee re- 
port, “ought to pass,” being adopted: 
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RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED BY 
J. Witny Epmanps Camp, No. 31, 
Newron, Mass. ' 
Newton, Mass., Frs. 5, 1908. 


To the Members of the Twenty-sixth Annual Encampment of the 
Division oj Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.,in 
Convention assembled, J. Wiley Edmands Camp, No. 31 
extend greetings, and present for their consideration the jol- 
lowing resolutions: 


I. Be it Resolved, That it is the desire of this body here 
assembled to assure to each and every Brother of the Sons of 
Veterans a recognition of all honors justly earned and all priv- 
ileges to be derived therefrom, therefore 

II. Be it further Resolved, That Brother George James 
hi a member of J. Wiley Edmands Camp, No. 31, in good 
a nee 1s, in view of the Statement of Facts, attached hereto 
Se a tee resolutions, entitled to, and should 
He caae Pea the rank and title of Past Camp Com- 
none lhe it further Resolved, That Brother James, having 
Besiee: eee performances that he isa goed, faithful and true 
rate 0: ou Order, this Convention here assembled, do in- 
Nate ae hereby does instruct its Delegates to the coming 
aT seen NA to present to said National Convention, 
the nee ve emanding, and setting forth the reason therefor, 
can Cas Brother George James to the rank of Past 
be desived ee with all honors and advantages to 

- Beit jurther Resolved, That this Convention assembled 
a believe that said Brother George James has nobly 
Seca Be epSRaly deserves the rank of Past Camp Com- 
uae ae me au hat the Delegates to the next National Conven- 
eae aoe 4 jee ee not only to present said resolutions 
Eauetaaea ng ational Convention, but are hereby further in- 
ape ge ie their earnest effort toward the passage of same, 
Raat ae 2olding the good name of this Division of Massachu- 

Stor Tairness and impartiality. 


4 GRENVILLE B. MAcomper, Jr. 
Commander J. Wiley Edmands Camp, No. 31. 


Statement attached to and made a part of these resolutions: 


Brother George James, havin i 
; b g helped organize Hen: 
Cabot Lodge Camp, No. 114, Sons of Veterans, of Boston, Makay 


54 


was mustered into the Order May 19, 1899, with twenty-two 
other charter members of said Camp 114, L. H. Nott, Mustering 
Officer. Was elected First Lieutenant and served until elected 
Captain in January, 1890. Retired from the Captain’s chair at 
next election, January, 1891. He organized Camp No. 7, of 
Boston, which was mustered in with about twenty-five charter 
members in January, 1893, by Mustering Officer E. B. Estes — 
W. H. Delano was at this time Division Commander. Brother 
James, who was elected Captain of this Camp, was practically 
its sole means of support, buying equipment and paying all 
bills out of his own pocket. Being called out of the State, 
Brother James resigned his office as Captain, but did not 
resign his membership in said Camp, No. 7. Resignation was 
accepted by Division Commander A. C. Blaisdell under Special 
Order No. 7, Series 93-94, July 27, 1893. 

During the absence of Brother James, Camp No. 7 was dis- 
banded, being in debt to our good Brother to the extent of $100, 
or more. He was never notified of the disbanding of the Camp, 
and yet found on returning to Boston that he was no longer @ 
member of the Order, and that the money owed him by Camp 
No. 7 was gone. He has now paid the regular Camp Muster 
Fee and been installed as a member of J. Wiley Edmands Camp, 
No. 31, which Camp feel that the Order is indebted to our 
Brother and can do no less than restore to him his just rank and 
title. 

G. B. Macomser, Jr. 


Commander J. Wiley Edmands Camp. No. 31. 


VISITOR FROM PENNSYLVANIA DIVISION. 


Charles T. Charters, of Harrisburg, Inspector of the Penn- 
sylvania Division, was introduced and spoke of the excellent 
condition and work of the Pennsylvania Sons of Veterans Re- 
serves. 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORT. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner reported © 


“ought to pass”? on recommendation No. 1, which was adopted, 
“that the interests of the University in this State be continued 
in the hands of the Patriotic Instructor.” 

“Ought to pass” was the committee’s report on Recom- 
mendation No. 3, which was also adopted, “that the office of 
Press Correspondent in this Division be continued.” 
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“Ought to pass” was the report, which was adopted, on 
Recommendation No. 4, “that the office of Patriotic Instructor 
be continued, and that every Camp, likewise, appoint such an 
officer, who shall in turn report to the Division Patriotic In- 
structor.’’ 


Recommendation No. 5, “ought to pass,” was read, and 
adopted, “that a Committee of five be appointed to consider 
ways and means for improving the condition of our Order to 
make it more attractive to our membership, and to suggest to 
the Commander-in-Chief such changes in the ritual as seem 
necessary to accomplish the above result.” 


“Ought to pass” was also the committee’s report on Recom- 
mendation No. 6; which was adopted, ‘that the Aide System 
be continued and that a definite sum be set aside by the Council 
to be allotted the Chief Aide in issuing circulars to his subordi- 
nates and in the work necessary and incident to his office.” 


p “Ought to pass” the report on Recommendation No. 7, 
which received adoption, “that the Chief Mustering Officer be 
allotted a certain sum, subject to the approval of the Council, 
for carrying out the work of his office.” 


Di _The Special recommendation “that, hereafter, when this 

vision sends delegates with positive instructions, such as those 

Bina & year ago, and they fail to obey the instructions, the 

ae ae shall refuse to pay any part of the expense which they 
y have incurred,” was enthusiastically adopted. 


ene Cay recommended “reference to the incoming 

polondesed ae er” of Recommendation No. 8, which was 

Gastar hota “ such Associations as the Essex County Asso- 

CaeNe GS ed in our various counties throughout the State, 
€ the work of this Association as an example.” 


“Ought to pass,” whi ittee’ 

: ;’’ which was the committee’s report on 

se oe No. 9, was adopted, “that we continue the 
olding our Annual State Encampment at the same 


ae in the same city as the Massachusetts Department, 


« ; 
bh see to pass,’” the report on Recommendation No. 10, 
Memori geese for a continuance of the Soldiers’ Home 

b ial Service for the coming year, and that a committee 
e appointed with power to arrange for the same.” 
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“Ought to pass,” was also the report on Recommendation 
No. 11, which was adopted, “that we continue decorating Lin- 
coln’s statue in Boston on the anniversary of his birth.” 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CHARLES G. BURTON OF THE GRAND 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
Graced the Encampment with his presence, accompanied by 
Comrade G. H. Hosley, of Post 11, and spoke feelingly of the 
work of the Fathers in the preservation of our country and our 
flag. 
COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
RECOMMENDATION OF DIVISION TREASURER. 


“Ought to pass,” the report of the committee on officers’ 
reports, referring to the following recommendation of the 
Division Treasurer, was adopted, “that a new system (perhaps 
the Safe-guard System) of keeping the books be installed.” 

Further time was granted to consider the Treasurer's 
Recommendation No. 2, “that adequate means for protecting 
the records be purchased.’ 

No. 3, “ought to pass,” was adopted, “that in view of the 
expenses of the Division at the present time, the Per Capita 
Tax be continued at 80 cents per annum.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF DIVISION INSPECTOR. 

The committee’s suggestion that the following recommenda- 

tion of the Division Inspector be referred to the attention of the 

incoming Division Commander, was adopted, “that retiring 

Camp Commanders be held on what you might call a retired 

list at Headquarters as available men for Assistant Inspectors’ 
positions for one year.” 


COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 


Chairman Frederic Gilbert Bauer reported that no matters 
had been presented for the consideration of the committee on 
Constitution and Laws. 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
RECOMMENDATION OF CHIEF MUSTERING OFFICER. 
Chairman Warner, for the Committee on Officers’ Reports, 
reported ‘‘no action necessary,” on the recommendation of the 
Chief Mustering Officer, “that a Division Mustering Staff be 
formed.” ‘The recommendation that the matter be referred 
to the incoming Division Commander, was adopted. 
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COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS FINAL REROPT. 


Feb, 11 Feb.12 Feb. 12 
Pit. AM Pat. 

Past Commanders-in-Chief 1 1 
Past Division Commanders .. . 5 10 11 
Division Commander ........ eal 1 1 
Past Camp Commanders ...........- 65 143 212 
Camp Commanders 9 33 57 
Delegates .......... ahi 108 131 
Alternates ...... Bok 23 34 
NGIEIS 5.6. opo010 aoe eee eens 159 319 447 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
RECOMMENDATION OF PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR. 


“Ought to pass,” was the report of the Committee on 
Officers’ Reports, upon the Patriotic Instructor’s recommenda- 
tion, “that the first efforts of Camp Patriotic Instructors be to 
work with full deference in harmony with the Patriotic In- 
structors of the G.A.R. and W.R.C.”’ and the report was 
adopted. 

3) On Recomméndation No. 2, of the Patriotic Instructor, 
that the Committee on Memorial University be continued, 
and that it make efforts to have similar committees appointed 
in the allied orders on the same subject with whom they may 
work in harmony,” Chairman Warner reported on as follows: 
This matter was referred to the Division Council at our last 
Encampment ,and we recommend no action until after hearing 
their report.” The report of the committee was adopted. 


DIVISION COUNCIL REPORT. 


é Great interest was manifested in the report of the Division 
ena which was read as follows by Past Division Commander 
Peso Penney, and referred to the Committee on Officers” 


HmapQuaRTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A. 
Office of Division Council. 
Bosron, Mass., Frs. 12, 1908. 
James H. Wrentwortn, ane : ‘ 
Commander Mass. Div., S. of V- 


fh Dear Commander: ‘ The Division Council presents, here- 
with, a report of its doings for the year ending Feb. 12, 1908, 
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and covering your entire administration of affairs of this 
Division. 

Realizing the responsibility of the position we have en- 
deavored to faithfully, impartially, and with due remembrance 
of the oath taken when installed one year ago, perform our 
duties; . 

The appended records of our meetings and deliberations 
will give you a fair estimate of whether we have done the same 
or not. 

The recommendations which we present are our honest 
convictions and based on nothing of a personal nature, but 
appear to us to be of sufficient worth to warrant their pre- 
sentation. 

We wish to thank the officers of this Division for all cour- 
tesies extended and to commend them for duties faithfully 
performed. 


Bosron, Mass., Marcu 9, 1907. 


The Division Council met at the Quincy House and or- 
ganized with Past Division Commander Penney as Chairman, 
and C. H. Perry as Secretary. 

Voted, that the Division Treasurer procure a frame for the 
Headquarters, suitable to hold the pictures of Past Division 
Commanders. 

Voted, that the Division Treasurer procure a rug for Head- 
quarters. 


Boston, Mass., June 30, 1907. 


Meeting of the Division Council held at Division Head- 
quarters, all members present. 

Records, accounts and vouchers caref 
found correct. 


Voted, to pay for the circulars of Fred E. Bol 
for Commander-in-Chief. 

Voted, to pay each delegate to the National Encampment 
the sum of $25.00, and the Division Commander not to excee 
$125.00. 

Voted, to expend the sum of $125.00 for a band Wednesday, 
July 30th. ; 

Voted, to approve of the purchase of a filing rack and that 
the Division Treasurer procure a table for the typewriter. 


ully audited and 


ton, candidate 
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Boston, Mass., Nov. 16, 1907. 


Meeting of the Division Council held at Headquarters, all 
members present. 

Records, accounts and vouchers carefully audited and 
found correct. 

The subject of Permanent Headquarters was brought be- 
fore the Council, and it was voted to invite several Past Division 
Commanders to meet with the Division Council, Saturday after- 
noon, Dec. 14, 1907, to get their views on the same. 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 14, 1907. 


The Division Council met at Division Headquarters, all 
members present except Past Division Commander Lynds, 
who was delayed by accident to train. 

The subject of Permanent Headquarters was brought be- 
fore several members of the Order who were present, and, after 
petting their opinion on the same, action was postponed until 

er. 

Voted, to have the Division Treasurer purchase a Silver 
Cross to be presented to the retiring Commander, Brother 
James H. Wentworth. 


Boston, Mass., Frs. 2, 1908. 


Meeting of the Division Council held at Division Head- 
quarters, all members present. 


F Records, accounts and vouchers carefully audited and 
‘ound correct. 
_ _ A set of resolutions was brought before the Council and 
it was voted to adopt them subject to amendments later. 
Moved that the Division Council recommend to the En- 
campment that the delegates to the Twenty-ninth National 
Encampment be instructed to work to have the two cents 


difference in the price of the Bannur returned to the different 
Divisions from Jan. 1, 1908, 


Boston, Mass., Frs. 12, 1908. 


Meeting of Division Council held at Division Headquarters. 
Records, vouchers and accounts carefully audited and 
found correct. 


Cash balance on hand Feb. 12, 1908 $191.77 
Supplies on hand 163.93. 
The difference on hand in this report and the printed report 


of Division Treasurer is accounted for by the fact that a part of 
the Encampment expenses have been paid. 


Watrer PENNEY, 

C. H. Prrry, 

Everretrr H. Lynps, 
Division Council. 


SPECIAL REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 


HEADQUARTERS 
Massacnuserts Diviston, Sons or Verrrans, U.S.A. 
Office of Division Council. 
Boston, Mass., Frs. 1, 1908. 


In accordance with the instructions given us by the Twenty- 
fifth Encampment of our Order, held in Boston, Mass., Feb. 
20 and 21, 1907, viz.: “That the incoming Division Council 
devise ways and means for the installing of Permanent Head- 
quarters,” (page 74 of the Proceedings), your Division Council 
after due deliberation, discussion and research at more than 
one meeting and with suggestions from a number of Brothers 
called in to advise, recommend the following resolution and ask 
your adoption of the same: 

(1) That Permanent Headquarters be established in the 
City of Boston, Mass., for a term of one (1) year. 

(2) That said Headquarters be located at No. 15 Beacon 
Street, Room No. 38, the present location as Division Head- 
quarters at the rental of $250.00 per year, payable monthly. 

(3) That a Secretary-Treasurer be elected by this En- 
campment for a term of one (1) year, to be the same term as the 
office is established for, and that said Officer, a member of the 
order, be paid a salary of $750.00. 

(4) That the Division Council be empowered and in- 
structed to safeguard the Order by placing around the office 


6r 


and Officer such restrictions as may seem necessary, such as 
bond and duties of office, etc., and be required to report to the 
next Encampment any necessary amendments to the By-Laws 
which may be advisable to guard said position. 

Your Division Council urge this Encampment to elect to 
the position a Brother who has been a member of the Order for 
several years, at least, who has had experience and who is in- 
terested in the Order beyond the amount of salary which this 
Division can afford to pay. Also one who is willing to devote 
his entire time to duties, if the position required, in preference 
to any outside work which he may have. 

We submit below a summary of the items which we claim 
can be saved each year and applied on the amount of salary of 
the position: 


Present salary of the Secretary and Treasurer ......... $250.00 
Present allowance for Clerk Hire 150.00 
Freight: charges for moving Headquarters each year.... 30.00 
A saving in general expenses (printing, etc.)......-.--. 100.00 
A saving in traveling expenses............----- perl A 50.00 
Estimated saving on printing Proceedings.........---- 75.00 

Tottell .. onda -e Saeead sone eee eee $755.00" 


To the above we hope the Commandery-in-Chief will add 
the two cents per member reduction in price of the BANNER 
which we do not get this year. 


All of which is respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Water PENNEY, 

C. H. Perry, 

Evererr H. Lynps, 
Division Council. 


LADIES OF THE G.A.R. 


a Mrs, Sarah L. Murphy, of Billerica, Mrs. Lydia M. Ford, of 
alem, and Miss Susie G. Dolan, of Billerica, were three repre- 
sentatives from the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 
w ho were warmly received, Mrs. Murphy expressing the greet- 
ings of the ladies, and a fitting response being made by Brother 
Stephen Stone, of Camp 46. 
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COMMITTEE ON RITUAL AND CEREMONIES. 


Past Commander Samuel A. Pickering reported that noth- 
ing had been submitted to his committee on Ritual and Cere- 
monies. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Chairman Guy A. Ham reported “ought not to pass’’ on 
resolution numbered 12, which precipitated a lively discussion, 
and on motion by the Brother named the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Boston, Mass., Fs. 12, 1908. 


To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 

oj Veterans, U.S.A. 

Gentlemen, — The undersigned respectfully petitions your 
honorable body for a change in the Constitution and By-Laws 
governing the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., relative to Article XVII, 
known as Encampments; a copy of said changes and Article for 
adoption you will find herewith attached. 


Respectfully, 
Rozsert M. O’HaLLoran, 
F.C. Curtis Camp, No. 94, Sons of Veterans, U:S.A. 
Mar.porovuGH, Mass. 


Boston, Mass., Frs. 20, 1907. 


To the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. 


Gentlemen, — Whereas, the State Encampment Massachu- 
setts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.8.A., here assembled, ever 
mindful of their principles and objects, viz.: _ ‘The perpetua- 
tion of the noble sacrifices and services of their fathers for the 
maintenance of the Union,” believe that the present method 
of membership and apportionment of delegates to the State En- 
campment is unfair and unjust and without regard for uniformi- 
ty and equality, therefore, be it : 

Resolved, That the State Encampment, Massachusetts Di- 
vision, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., petition the Commandery-in- 
Chief to amend Article XVII, Section “1” by striking out the 
words “Past Division Camp Commanders in good standing 
who have served for a full term, or having been elected to fill a 
vacancy shall have served to the end of the term,”’ and to adopt 


Article XVII as amended, to wit: 
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ARTICLE XVII. ENCAMPMENTS. 


_Srecrion 1. The membership of the Division Encamp- 
ment shall be made up as follows: 


___ First. Its own elective and appointive officers and its 
sitting Camp and Division Commanders. 


__ Second. All its Past Commanders-in-Chief, constitutional 
life members, Past Grand Division Commanders, Past Division 


Commanders in good standing. 


Third. Delegates elected by ballot by the several Camps 
of the Division, as follows: One delegate for each Camp what- 
ever its membership, and additional delegates in the ratio of 
one for every fifty members, or major fraction thereof, based 
upon the report of the quarter next preceding the Encampment 
in good standing. 


MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT G.A.R. 


A venerated delegation of Comrades of the Massachusetts 
Department of the Grand Army of the Republic was royally 
received —- G. ©. Fisk, Commander of Post 18; W. H. Hinman, 
of Post 173; A. B. Pierce, Chief Mustering Officer; J. W. Bean, 
of Post 13, and L. G. Holt, of Post 39. In speaking for the 
delegation, Comrade Fisk said “I take pride in the Sons of Vet- 
erans; I have two sons who are members of your organization, 
and I wish I had two hundred. All we ask of you is to teach 
patriotism and protect the flag.” A splendidly eloquent re- 
sponse was made by Brother Guy A. Ham. 


TELEGRAM FROM RHODE ISLAND. 


7 Past Division Commander Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode 
sland, sent a telegram of cheer to the Encampment. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S MEMORY REVERED. 
Aes Seredion of Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner, @ recess was 
Abe? GF ek uo an address on our martyred President, “ Honest 
Ti ose ae conclusion of which, Patriotic Instructor Sherwin 
Tangata: S Save the address, decorated the monument of 
in Park Square, Boston, assisted by the following 


a Bradford, Brock, Greaton, R. H. Smith, Lynds 


ADJOURNMENT. 


At 12.23 o'clock, on motion by Brother Kirchgassner, the 
convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P.M. 
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Afternoon Session. 


Bang went Division Commander Wentworth’s gavel at sharp 
two o’clock in the afternoon, the following officers answering 
to their names at roll call: 


Division Commander ............--+-> James H. Wentworth 
Senior Vice Division Commander .....----- Frank E. Warren 
Division Patriotic Instructor .. .. Sherwin L. Cook 


ision Secretary Harry H. Ham 
Division Chaplain 
Division Inspector 


DEBATE LIMITED. 


On motion by Brother Sherwin L.. Cook, seconded by Past 
Commander A. R. MacAdam, it was ' 

“Voted, that debate on any subject coming before this Con- 
vention, excepting that of Permanent Headquarters, be limited 
to ten minutes; that debate on Permanent Headquarters be 
limited to twenty minutes; that all individual speeches be lim- 
ited to three minutes; that nominating speeches be limited to 
five minutes, except for delegates, which shall be limited to 
two minutes; that seconding speeches be limited to two minutes, 
and that there shall be no seconding speeches for delegates. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
THANKS FOR GUARD DUTY. 
Upon motion of Brother Guy A. Ham, the following was 


adopted, and the committee on Resolutions, at its own request, 


was discharged: § 

“ Resolved, that the thanks of the Convention be extended 
to the members of Camp 41, of Waltham, for their efficient 
performance of guard and picket duties.” 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS APPOINTED. 
To facilitate the ‘ork of this committee, Past Division 
Commander Charles F’. Sargent and Brother Thomas Hannon 
were added. 


MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY CASH RALLY. 


Past Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling asked the 
Encampment to redeem the pledge he had made to President 
W. J. Patton a year ago, that from five hundred to one thou- 
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sand dollars would be raised by the Massachusetts Division 
during 1907-8, for our Memorial University, a roll call being 
ordered to give the Camps an opportunity to state how much 
they would give in addition to what they had previously con- 
tributed. The response made by Camps was as follows, and 
President Patton was later informed of the $500.00 so pledged, 
giving his receipt to the Division Secretary for the $26.00 paid 
in during the calling of the roll of Camps: 


$78.00 $159.00 $240.00 
2 $3.00 28 5.00 64 2.00 106 5.00 
3 2.00 29 5.00 65 5.00 107 2.00 
5 5.00 30 5.00 67 5.00 109 5.00 
6 5.00 31 5.00 74 5.00 110 2.00 
8 5.00 34 5.00 76 2.00* 111 2.00 
9 5.00 35 5.00 77 2.00 116 2.00 
11 5.00 36 2.00 78 5.00 120 2.00 
12 2.00 37 3.00 79 3.00* 125 2.00 
13 3.00 41 3.00 80 2.00 130 3.00 
15 5.00 45 5.00 81 3.00 132 2.00 
16 5.00 46 5.00 83 5.00 135 2.00* 


17 500 = 47 5.00 84 5.00 145 3.00 
18 5.00 48 2.00* 90 5.00 146 ° 2.00 
19 3.00 49 5.00 92 2.00 149 5.00 
21 200 50 ° 200 94 5.00 —— 
22 3.0051 3.00 96 5.00 $279.00 


23° -2.00* 52 5.00 98 5.00 Previously 
24 3.00 Bd 5.00 100 5.00 pledged 186.00 
25° 5.00 60 3.00 101 5.00*Later con- 
26 5.00* 62 3.00 104 5.00 tributions 35.00 


$78.00 $159.00 $240.00 $500.00 
* Paid. 


i President Patton thanked the Encampment for the sub- 
scriptions and left severai pamphlets for distribution, concern- 


ing the grand work of the University. 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 
REPORT ON PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS. 
Chairman Warner reported as follows on the report of the 


Division Council, concerning the matter of Permanent Head- 
quarters: 4 
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Your Committee have considered this question fully and 
in all its phases. 


First. It does not appear to the Committee from what we 
can learn, that there is sufficient need to warrant the attendant 
expenditure as recommended by the Division Council. 


Second. The section in their report relating to an election 
of Secretary-Treasurer is contrary to the Division By-Laws, and 
we therefore recommend no action in this respect until after 
the By-Laws have been amended. 


Third. We recommend a trial year of the plan of Perma- 
manent Headquarters and the appropriation of a sum not ex- 
ceeding $650 to cover the expense of rent and salary. 


Fourth. That a specific sum be designated by Division 
Council at the beginning of the year for all official expenditures 
of the Division Officers, and this sum be not exceeded. 


Fifth. That the incoming Division Commander be au- 
thorized to locate Headquarters in Boston, and to appoint a 
Secretary-Treasurer for one year. 


After considerable animated discussion, the report con- 
cerning Permanent Headquarters was acted on section by 
section, as follows: 


Section 1. It does not appear that there is sufficient need 
to warrant the attendant expenditure as recommended by the 
Division Council, was adopted on motion by Brother Guy A. 
Ham, seconded by Brother Urquhart. 


Srcr. 2. Stating that the election of a Secretary-Treasurer 
is contrary to our By-Laws, and no action should be taken until 
after said By-Laws have been amended, was adopted on motion 
by Brother Urquhart, seconded by Brother Guy A. Ham. 


Srecr. 8. That we recommend a trial year of the plan of 
Permanent Headquarters, and the appropriation of a sum not 
exceeding Six Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($650.00) to cover the 
expense of rent and salary, was adopted on motion by Past 
Division Commander Leonard ©. Couch, seconded by Brother 
Urquhart. 


Sucr. 4. That a specific sum be designated by the Division 
Council, at the beginning of the year, for all official expenditures 
of the Division Officers, and that this sum be not exceeded, was 
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adopted on motion by Past Division Commander Fred E. 
Warner, seconded by Brother Cook. 


: Snor. 5. That the incoming Division Commander be 
authorized to locate Headquarters in Boston, and to appoint 
a Secretary-Treasurer for one year, was adopted on motion 
by Past Division Commander Warner, seconded by Brother 
Urquhart. 

Upon motion of Past Division Commander Warner, it was 
voted to adopt the report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
as a substitute for the report of the Division Council on this 
subject of Permanent Headquarters. 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


One of the most refreshing breezes in the Convention was 
caused by the presence of Mrs. Dorcas H. Lyman, Past Depart- 
ment President, and Mrs. Florence, of the Executive Board, 
bearing the greetings of the ‘‘Mothers’’ to the Encampment. 
Mrs. Lyman was especially tender in her references to Division 
Commander Wentworth who had been in her Sunday-School 
class in his boyhood, and she left a handsome souvenir book 
containing an account of the 1903 Convention of the W.R.C., 
as a reminder of her affectionate regard. The response was 
made by Division Chaplain Maurice H. Levy. 


ANOTHER BOUQUET. 
j _Brother Sands, of Camp 56, approached the station of the 
Division Commander and, in behalf of his Camp, presented a 
beautiful bouquet, which was gratefully received. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
DIVISION COMMANDER. 

A Two candidates were presented for the office of Division 

ommander, William O. Cutler, of Camp 49, Natick, being 
art by Brother Mulligan of the same Camp; and Samuel A. 
ae ering, of Camp 78, Lowell, being named by Past Division 

ommander Fred H. Warner, of Camp 8. 
Whole number of votes cast 
Necessary for a choice ..._. 


Brother Cutler had .... 
Brother Pickering 


Brother Pickering gracefully moved that the election of 
Brother Cutler be made unanimous, which was done, and 
William O. Cutler was declared elected Division Commander 
for the ensuing year. 


SENIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


The following nominations were made for the office of 
Senior Vice Division Commander, with the result of the ballot 


as shown: 


Whole number of votes cast 
Necessary for a choice .......-------+2+- erste etrttee ee 


NOMINEE NOMINATED BY VOTES 


Albert J. Whitney, Camp 25 Brother MacAdam ....... 250 
Lyman W. Floyd, Camp 149 Past Div. Com. Couch ... .115 


Brother Albert J. Whitney was declared elected. Upon 
motion of Brother Floyd, Brother Whitney’s election was made 
unanimous. 


JUNIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Three candidates loomed up for the post of Junior Vice 
Division Commander, the nominations and results being as 


follows: 


NOMINEE NOMINATED BY BALLOTS 

Camp Ist 2d 

Joseph P. Devine ....104 Past Div. Com. Penney 89* 
Wilfred E. Garlick ... 16 Sherwin th Cookse en 125 174 


Raymond H. Smith... 60 Past Div. Com. Stone .120 133 


* Withdrew from contest before second ballot. 


Upon motion by Brother Smith, 
Garlick was made unanimous, and the 
made. 


the election of Brother 
declaration of election 


DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Brother George E. Hunt moved that the Division Secretary 
cast one ballot bearing the name of Retiring Commander 
Wentworth as a member of the Division Council for the ensuing 
year. Brother Charles G. Kelly wished to be recorded as op- 
posed to the idea of electing any officer in this way, but did not 
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follow up his objection when the vote was taken, there being no 
opposing vote when the election of Brother Wentworth was 
made unanimous. The ballot was cast by the Division Secre- 
tary, and Brother Wentworth declared elected. 

The other nominations for membership on the Division 
Council were as follows: 


James T. Wellington, of Camp 47, by Past Div. Com. John 
H. Hinckley. 
Frank L. Kirchgassner, of Camp 51. 


There appearing no further nominations, it was voted, on 
motion by Thomas J. Hannon, that the Division Secretary be 
instructed to cast one ballot bearing the names of James T. 
Wellington and Frank L. Kirchgassner, as the other two mem- 
bers of the Division Council. The ballot was so cast, and 
Brothers Wellington and Kirchgassner declared elected. 


DELEGATE AT LARGE. 


Brother Guy A. Ham placed Brother George E. Hunt in 
nomination for delegate at large to the National Encampment 
this year at Niagara Falls. On motion by Brother Hannon, 
seconded by Past Commander G. Henry Powell, of Camp 13 
the Division Secretary was instructed to cast one ballot bearing 
the name of George FE. Hunt for delegate at large, and this was 
cast, Brother Hunt being declared so elected. 


DELEGATES. 


The fusilade of nominations for election as the ten dele- 
gates to the Niagara Falls Convention, in company with 
Brother Hunt, who had been elected delegate at large, is shown 
by the following table: 


hs NOMINEE CAMP VOTES 
uy A. Ham* 30 1 

Harry F. Weiler* |. _ coo OY) 166 
George M. Tucker* | _ a ... 54 147 
William T. Tisdale* hat ano ED 134 
Edward S. Emerson* : 15 121 
Charles A. Larry* it 121 
E. H. Dalton* . || .. 98 119 
William F. Moore* |. cg 59 115 
William E. Buxton* ... 111 115 
William E. Brigham* .. . 94 110 


NOMINEE VOTES 
Frank H. Chubbuck ... 96 
Past Com. Gardner .... 89 
Stephen A. Stone ..... 86 
George C. Duckworth . . 81 
Guy C. Weaver . 80 
Joseph M. Brown ..... 63 
A. W. Eldredge ....... 62 
CUE. Smith 22... 4.1 57 
Brother Lounsbury .... 50 
James H. Cummings ..... 35 
Charles Hy Wilson} 222 sacar eel ee 8 


It having been voted, on motion by Past Commander-in- 
Chief Darling, that the ten Brothers whose votes were highest 
on the list be the delegates, and the remaining ten the alter- 
nates, the Brothers whose names are marked with an asterisk (*) 
were declared elected delegates accordingly, ten of the others 
alternates, and the one marked thus (+) failed of election. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


Upon motion by Past Division Commander Fred E. poee, 
Past Division Commander Orra L. Stone was elected to the 
vacancy on the Dormitory Commission. 


CLOSING SCENES. 


Commander-in-Chief Dr. Ralph M. Sheldon, of Albany, 
New York, placed the Past Division Commander’s silver ae 
on the breast of retiring Commander Wentworth, alte Ww. ach 
Brother Guy A. Ham presented the retiring Comma Ree 
a handsome wallet containing $82.71 in the name of the Bro: 
of the Massachusetts Division. The retiring Commer ie 
turned thanks for the gifts, after which the meee Cues Ne 
sion Officers were installed by Commander-in-Chief Sheldon, 
as follows: 


OFFICER NAME CAMP PLACE 
Division Commander William O. Cutler 49 Natick ‘ 
Senior Vice Div. Com. Albert J. Whitney 25 Worces = f 
Junior Vice Div. Com. Wilfred E. Garlick 16 Williamstow 

( James H. Wentworth 


Division Council ............-..--- i a ae a Bepearke 
ra . 
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Upon motion by Past Division Commander Wentworth, 
the encampment adjourned at 6.40 o’clock p.m. 
Approved: 
JAMES H. WENTWORTH, | 
Division Commander. ; 
Attest: 
Harry H. Ham, 
Division Secretary. 
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THE BANQUET. 
TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 133, 1908. 


Two hundred eighty members and guests of the Division 
pronounced this year’s banquet, Tuesday night, Feb. 11, 1908, 
“the best ever,” the choicest menu of the far-famed Quincy 
House being served and magnificent speeches affording an un- 
usual feast of reason and flow of soul. The following was the 
menu, toasts and music programme: 


Blue Points on Deep Shell 
Mock Turtle Soup aux Quenelles 


Queen Olives 


Fried Smelts, Tartar Sauce 
Celery Potato Chips Radishes 
Roast Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 


Mashed Potatoes String Beans 


Chicken Croquettes with Peas 


Fried Banana, Brandy Sauce 


Harlequin Ice Cream Assorted Cake 


American Cheese Toasted Crackers 


Coffee 
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TOASTS AND MUSIC. 


Hon. Exen 8. Draper, | Lieut. Governor of Massachusetts, 
“Our Commoner 3? 


Saturs to Cotors . : . 3 - 

Sone = “Sunset” 2 « 5 5 e é s Vandewater 
BEETHOVEN QUARTETTE 

Maj. D. H. L. Gunason, Com. G.A.R. . 3 “Living Examples” 


Dr. Ratpx Saeupon, Com.-in-Chief, 8. of V., U.S.A. “Our Organization” 


Sone — “Tenting on the Old Camp Ground”’ 
BEETHOVEN QUARIEITE 


Hon. Joun N. Corn, Speaker Mass.House of Representatives 
“Legislation and Patrioiened 


_ ‘Harry H. Ham, Sec. Mass. Div. S. of V. . - Abraham Lincoln” 


i 
Sona — “Take me back to Old Virginia” 
BEETHOVEN QUARTETTE 
'v. Mauricr A. Levy, Chaplain Mass. Div. 8. of V. 
© Spirit of the Fathers”? 


W. J. Parron, National Batale Instructor, S. of V. e 
“ The New Responsibility» 


AMERICA 


Taps sounded at 11.45 p.m., Feb. 11, 1908. 


74 


